CHUNG QUANH CUON SACH
“LICH SU VUNG CAO QUA VU MAN TAP LUC THU”

Bai cua Nguyén Dirc Cung

Trong s6 nhitng ngudi thudc 16p hau dué ciia cu Nguyén Tan (1822-1871) c6
anh Nguyén Thiép trudc dy & trong nganh ngoai giao, lam Vu Truéng Vu Au Chau
roi 1én 1am Pai st cia ché do CS tai Vuong Quéc Bi, Dai St Viét Nam tai Phap va
nay di vé huu. Anh 13 ngudi c6 tim long véi to tién dong tdc ho Nguyén Cong &
Quang Ngai, tham dy cac hoi nghi str hoc va nghién ctru dién da vé Truong Lily tai
Quang Ngai, nén luén ngod y dé nghi t6i tim cach sao luc lai nhitng tu liéu lich st co
lién quan dén cy Tidu Phu St NGUYEN-TAN (1822-1871) d6 1a tic pham Vii Man
Tap Luc Thir viét bang chit Han va cu Dién Loc Quan Cong NGUYEN-THAN
(1853-1914), cubn Dién Léc Qudan Cong Pai S Ky. Anh Nguyén Thiép 1a con trai
ctia cu Nguyén Thiéu, bi danh Nghia hay Khinh, von 1a mot nhan vat lich st ting
cung véi H5 Chi Minh thanh 1ap Pang Cong San Pong Duong ndm 1930 tai Huong
Cang (3-2-1930). Nguyén Thiép 1a chat noi 6ng Nguyén Cong Vin, em thir hai ciia
cu Nguyén Than nén trong dong tdc cu Nguyén Tan, Nguyén Thiép 13 vai em cia
cac ngudi con trai, gai cua cu Nguyén Luong. Thiép ciing c6 goi v toi 1a lam mot
cudc kiém ké (recensement) cac tu liéu lich sir ciing nhu céc bao vat gia dinh con
lwu gitr dé loai ndo co thé hién ting cho cac co quan luu giir trung wong, loai nao
nén gitt lai. Anh ciing htra v6i toi 14 s& tim cach sang Hoa Ky dé tham du vao céc 18
ki gid to chuc vao thang 5/2024 va t6i cling thay rat vui khi anh c6 y dinh cing di
New York véi toi trong dip nay.

1.- Vé chuyén cong tac dién da t6i New York.

Thang 11-1971, sau khi dic cir Dan Biéu Ha Nghi Vién don vi tinh Quang
Nam, toi quyét dinh ghi danh theo hoc Cao Hoc St tai Vién Pai Hoc Hué nén tim
t6i tham GS Nghiém Tham luc bay gid lam Giam Ddc Vién Khao C6 c¢6 van phong
lam viéc trong khuon vién Thao Cam Vién (tirc SO Tha) Sai Gon, Gido su Sir hoc
Truong Pai Hoc Van Khoa Hué va xin GS dimg tén 4o dau cho t6i soan thao Tiéu
luan. GS Nghiém Tham rat vui vé tiép toi va noi von ven may chir: “Anh lam vé sdch



Phii Man Tap Luc di!” Lic bay gio chi 6 bdn chit “Phii Man Tap Luc” loang thoéng
trong dau Oc cla toi va cling mot lac do cai tén “Phu Bién Tap Luc” 14 tén mot dau
sach cua hoc gia Lé Quy Pon viét vé hai xtr Thuan Quang ciing chot xuat hién trong
toi, tiéu dé hai cudn sach sao ma giéng nhau dén nhu vay? T61 ty hoi mot minh.

Theo 10i chi dan ctia GS Nghiém Tham, t6i tim vao Thu vién caa BSEI trong
Thao cam vién Qudc gia thudng goi 1a S& Thu dé tim doc ban vén cua Vii Man Tap
Luc Thu. Nguoi gitr thu vién noi day (t61 quén mét tén), rat lich su d3 cho t6i mwon
am ban ctia Pong Duong Vian Khé tirc Toyo Bunko ctia Nhat Ban dé in ra, chir tring
nén den nén doc khong duoc. Toi ¢d gang tim cho duoc than nhan cua cu Nguyén
Tan nghe n6i & Sai Gon. Toi ty nhil trong 1ong néu phai tim ra Quang Ngai tdi cling
sé di...

Ciing can néi thém ¢ day vé ngudi dua t6i dén voi gia dinh cu Nguyén Luong
1a 6ng Ha Thuc Ky lac bay gio 1a Chu tich Pai Viét Cach Mang Pang, song tai Sai
Gon. Toi trinh vé1 6ng Ky 1a toi chuan bj 1am Tiéu luan Cao Hoc St tai Vién Dai
Hoc Hué dé tai viét vé sach Vii Man Tap Luc Thw cia cy Nguyén Tan gdc nguoi
Quang Ngii. Ong Ky gidi thiéu t6i v6i Bac ST Cao Xuan An, hau dué cta cu Cao
Xuan Duc. Bac Si An lai gidi thiéu toi véi cu Nguyén Luong, toi tim toi tring dia
chi. Tat ca moi tai liéu quy bau déu nim & nha cu Nguyén Luong. Toi tré thanh
ngudi ban vong nién cia cu Nguyén Luong tir nim 1971.

Lan nay trd lai thdm cac con chau cu Nguyén Luong tai Staten Island, NY toi
thay day la mot cudc hanh huong (pilgrimage) tim vé chd cii, thim lai nhitng nguoi
than yéu clia minh, nhin lai hai tdm bai vi son son thiép vang ctia cu On-Khé Nguyén
Tan, cy Dién Loc Quan Cong Nguyén Than, cu Hy Than Nguyén Hy, hai cu Nguyén
Luong va Cao Thi Van Dao va cac bac t6 tién vi vong khac, tay to1 duoc cam lén tap
van viét bang chit Han co tén dé Vii Man Tap Luc Thir viét theo 16i chit trién vin
hoa, phii quy ma tam bia nylon bén ngoai do chinh tay t6i thué boc lai tai VN trudc
nam 1975, du da nga sang mau nau nhung chtra dung biét bao than tinh. Tat ca moi
ngudi con chau cta cu Nguyén Luong déu nhin t6i chao hoi bang tt ca anh mét than
thuong.



Tac gia NDC dang thao luin véi chau Nguyén Khanh Phan va ba con.

Goi 1a chuyén “cong tac dién da” cho vui va dung véi ngodn tir thoi chir thuce
ra d6 1a chuyén di tham cic ngudi con chau ciia cu Nguyén Luong, hau dué cta dong
toc Nguyén Téan, Tinh Man Tidu Phu St tai Quang Ngai tir nam 1863 dén 1871 khi
6ng dam nhiém cong tac danh dep va vd an nguoi Thuong ¢ ddy cung céc tinh lién
hé nhu Quang Nam, Binh Pinh Phti Yén. Trudc nam 1975, khi t6i sira soan tiéu luan
Cao hoc Sur, cu Nguyén Luong 1a ngudi da cho t6i muon hau hét cac tu lidu lich st
dé viét nén tap tiéu luan va da dé trinh tai Vién Pai Hoc Hué vao ngay 30.11.1974
duge xép vao hang Uu. Gia dinh cu Nguyén Luong liic bay gio ngu tai duong
Nguyén Minh Chiéu, quan Phu Nhuén, Sai Gon. Trong thoi gian hon 13 nam toi bi
ché d6 CS luu day trong nhiéu trai ti & Mién Béc, gia dinh cu Luong van con & chd
cli cho dén khi t6i duoc ra khéi trai ti, nim 1988 vé lai trong Nam, gdp tham ho vai
lan, cho dén khi tai hoi ngd & Hoa Ky, cu & New York con t6i khi & New Jersey, khi
& tai thanh phd Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Chung t6i van ci lién lac thim nhau khi
co dip. Lac béy gio, cudi ndm 1974, sau khi trinh xong tiéu luan Cao hoc Stt, toi tim



thém tai liéu dé bat dau viét luan an Tién si St hoc dé tai vé cudc doi hoat dong ctua
cu Nguyén Than (1853-1914) nho vay ma dugc cu Nguyén Luong cho muon thém
nhiéu tu liéu quy bau trong gia dinh, dic biét 1a quyén sach viét bang chit Han c6 tén
“Dién Loc Qudn Céng Bai S Ky, cac tai liéu khac nhu Nguyén Céng Thi Gia Phé
do cu Nguyen Tan viét vé cu Nguyén Cong Thai va 0ng Nguyén Thén viét vé cu
Nguyén Tén, va Neuyén Céng Thi Gia Phé Phé Bén viét boi 6 ong Nguyén Cong Tich
v6i sy chu truong cua ong Nguyen Cong Hy tur doi 6 ong Nguyén Vin Tam; dip nay
t6i duoc doc thém cac bang sic tudong luc cua éng Nguyen Than c6 loai dugc in trén
vai lua kim tuyen mau vang rat dep. Moi viéc dang tuan tu tién hanh thi dung mot
cai, VC tdn cong Ban Mé Thudt vao ngay 10/3/1975 va thi d6 Sai Gon that thil vao
ngay 30/4/1975, cac nd luc vé viéc hinh thanh mot cong trinh van hoa mang tinh ca
nhan da phai dung lai.

Tro vé voi chuyén cong tac dién di noi trén, trude d6 khoang hon mot thang,
anh Nguyén Thiép giri mail cho toi néi anh khong thé chuan bi di My duoc vi stc
khoé ctia ba cu sa sut, va nhu thé toi phai mot minh lo liéu lay cong viéc. Toi gui
mail cho anh Thiép goi ¥ dé nghi con gai ctia anh & New York (khong nhé thanh ph
nao) di thay anh t6i thim gip cac ngudi con ciia cu Nguyén Luong nhung khong
thay anh tra 10i.

Ngay 28/5/2024, chau L¢ Thuy lai xe cho t61 di Staten Island, New York. Hai
ngay trudc chuyén di, toi giri mail cho vi Gido su ngudi My, Dr. Donald Eugene
Voth Ph.D. dé thong bao cho 6ng cudc hanh trinh cua t6i di New York, va nhan thé
néu duogc thi moi 6ng cung di nhung ong d lich su tir chdi, ¢ 18 vi thoi gian qua
gap rat. Nhan day xin ké lai cau chuyén rat hy hitu vé Giao Su Voth.

Nhu d3 hen véi chau Nguyén Khanh Phan tir trude, 161 5gior chiéu toi dén nha
v6i mot xic hanh 1y kha ning gdm du thir tai liéu mang theo nhu ban tiéng Anh cua
Gido Su Donald Eugene Voth dich cudn sach “Lich sir ving cao qua Vii Man Tap
Luc Thu” cla toi, hai cudn sach “Lich sir ving cao...” innam 1998, do nha xb. Nhat
Lé 4n hanh va cubn “Dién Léc Qudn Céng Nguyén Thdan” ban in nim 2002, tap
“Dién Léc Qudn Cong Pai Sw Ky, hai ban gia pho bang chit Han, cudn sach “Sir
Trung Ludn Buit” in nam 2021 va mot so tai liéu khac... Trudc do toi da chuyén thu
cua GS Voth guri cho Khanh Phan va Thoai Ngoc ma doc gia cé thé theo doi & phén
sau.

Trude khi vao budi 1am viéc, chau Khanh Phan di ndi két trang mang dé toi

6 thé noi chuyén véi nhiing chau ¢ xa nhu Khanh Kinh & California, va hai chau
Khanh T6, Khanh Anh ¢ Bt Qudc.



Vao budi thao luan t6i chot hoi chau Khanh Phan vi sao tén 16t ctia chau 1a
Khanh. Phan néi rang tén nay 1a do cu Nguyén Hy ttrc 1a dng nodi ctia Phan dit cho
cung cac nguoi anh rudt cia Phan nhu vay, tat ca déu lay chir 16t nay.

Chéu Phan cho biét muyc dich hom nay cta toi 1a tham du 18 ki ctia cu Nguyén
T4n va nhét 13 cta hai cu Nguyén Luong va Cao Thi Vin Dao 1a cha me cua céc
chau hién dién trong budi 18 va dang & xa. Theo yéu cau cua t6i, chau Phan trinh cho
biét mot sb hién vat quy bau duoc luu gitr tai nha gém c0O: hai bai vi va cac birc anh
t6 tién duoc bai tri trén ban thd, ban in chit Han ndm Thanh Thai Thir Mudi (1898)
cudn sach “Vii Man T ap Luc Thu”, ban chép tay cudn “Dién Léc Quan Cong Dai Su
Ky,” hai ban chép tay gia phd dong toc Nguyén Cong bang chit Han, mot birc sic
phong bang chit Han trén gam vang dai khoang 1m50 rong d6 0°’'m50 do vua Thanh
Thai ban cho cu Nguyén Than, va mt s6 bang cap tot nghiép k¥ su duong tai Phap
ctiia cu Nguyén Hy, cting nhiéu gidy to quan trong c nhan ciia cu Nguyén Luong.
T6i c¢6 dua ra thu ciia anh Nguyén Thiép nho toi néi lai v6i cac chau 1a xin cho biét
s6 hién vat quy gia trong gia dinh c6 lién quan dén tac pham Vii Man Tap Luc Thu
ctia cu Nguyén Tan va mét s6 gia bao vin hoa khac. Toi ciing cho chau Phan va cac
chau hién dién xem mot bai viét trén mang ngay 15/6/2023 cho biét Ban sach A.688
(tirc ban copy ctia Vii Man Tap Luc Thir) d3 bién mat khoi kho sach cb ctia Vién
Nghién ciru Han Nom (Vién Han Lam KHXH Viét Nam). Toi c6 dua ra truong hgp
mat nay va cac chau déu dong ¥ 1a chi cho ban copy thoi. Déi voi cac tai liéu khac
cling vay.

Sau hon mot tiéng dong ho nodi chuyén trao d6i voi cac hau dué ciia cu cao to
Nguyén Téan (1822-1871), 1 ki bat dau khi chau Nguyén Khanh Phan bat dau ding
huong trudc ban tho td tién. Sau khi chau Khanh Phan 13 con at lay xong, t61 dugc
moi vao chiéu tho cling véi va lay bon lay. Phan néi nho véi toi: “Tréng chii ditng
Ién, quy xuéng vdi lay con khée qud.” Moi ngudi theo thi ty 16n nho, nam ciing nhu
nit déu vai lay trude ban tho.



Chéu Nguyén Khanh Phan khai mac 18 gid.

S& di toi c6 mit tai tu gia ctia cu Nguyén Luong & Staten Island hom nay 1a
cling vi cudn sach “Lich sit viing cao qua Vii Man Tap Luc Thw”> von 1 hau than cta
Tiéu luan Cao Hoc St ¢6 tén “VU MAN TAP LUC THU, Trinh bay, Phién dich va
Chu Thich” @€ trinh tai Truong Pai Hoc Van Khoa Hué ngay 30/11/1974. Nho su
gitip d& ctia dng ba Nguyén Luong, toi c6 dugc dy du tai liéu quy bau dé hoan thanh
tap luan van hiém c6 nay va nd con theo t61 mai cho dén thoi diém hién tai.



Cac hau dué hang nit ciing thanh kinh tham du 18 ki gi6 hang nam tai New York.




Tac gia Nguyén Dirc Cung chuan bi d6t nhang vao cude 1.

Va kinh can niém hwong true ban tho to tién Dong toc Nguyén Cong.

2.- Dw Am ctia mot cuon sach xwa viét bang Han ty gitra mgt xa héi hoang
kim nuwdc nguwoi.



Trang d4u cta 4n ban chit Han Vii Man Tap Luc Thi, ban in Thanh Thai thap nién (1898).



NGUYEN-DUC-CUNG

ICHAITNGCAD

QUA

!y manTgp Ly TG

Bia trugc ban in nam 1998, Nha xb. Nhat-Lé, Philadelphia, PA, phat hanhnhén dip ky niém 100 nam 4n
ban chit Han Vii Man Tap Luc Thu, Thanh Théi thip nién, (1898).
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Bia sau ban in nam 1998 Nha xb. Nhat-L¢ tai Philadelphia, PA
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Nha hang HAI TIEN, dia diém t6 chtrc Ra Mét Sach (RMS), ngay 17/01/1999 tai TP Philadelphia.

Cudn sach “Ljch siz viing cao qua Vii Man Tap Luc Thee” 1a tAc pham str hoc
dau tién tdi xuat ban ¢ hai ngoai, ra mat tai thanh phd Philadelphia, tiéu bang
Pennsylvania ngay 17-01-1999 tai nha hang Hai Tién, duong Washington véi thanh
phan tham du khoang trén hai trim ngudi da s6 la cuu td nhan chinh tri VN, dén
dinh cu tai thanh phd nay theo dién ti nan. Céc dién gia gisi thiéu cubn sach gom co
Tién Si Chu Manh Hing, nha van Huynh Van Pha (TQLC), nha tho Xuan Thién Vi
tac La Cam Td, nha van Tran Hoai Thu, nha van Ha Ky Lam, nha van V6 Pinh
Tuyét diéu khién chuong trinh. Cyu Trung T4 Nguyén Bac Nghia, anh ré cua toi,
Chu Tich Hoi Ai Hitu Cuu TU Nhan Chinh Tri VN, TB Pennsylvania doc dién vin
khai mac.
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Ong NGUYEN PUC NGHIA, Cyu Trung T4 QLVNCH, Chu Tich Héi Ai Hiru Cyu Tt Nhan Chinh tri VN
tai Pennsylvania, (Vietnamese Former Political Prisoners Friendship Association) doc dién tir khai mac RMS.

Ong NGUYEN DUC CUNG, Cyu Dan Biéu VNCH, tac gia “Lich St Viing Cao Qua Vii Man Tap Luc Thu” phét
biéu tong quat vé ndi dung tac pham trong 16 RMS (Book Signing).
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Nha vin Huynh Vian Phu (thudécTQLC) phat biéu vé ndi dung tac pham “Lich Sit Viing Cao...”

Nha tho XUAN THIEN VI tirc La Cam Tu, Chi Tich BCH Cong Dong Ngudi Viét Quéc Gia Philadelphia, PA phat
bieu cam tudng khi doc “Lich Sir Ving Cao...”
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Gi4o Su Tién ST CHU MANH HUNG, Pai Hoc West Chester trinh bay ndi dung tic pham trong ngay RMS.

Nha van TRAN QUAN NIEM, trinh bay noi dung 1y twong “lap cong” thé hién trong tic pham “Lich Sir
Vung Cao...” cia tac gia NDC.
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Ca sT NHAT TAN (hinh trdi, 4 qua doi) bén canh Nha tho VO DINH TUYET (dém dan) gitp vui chuong trinh van
nghé trong budi RMS tai nha hang HAI TIEN ngay 17/01/1999.

Ong HUYNH VAN PHU (Si Quan SPI, goc phai), thanh vién Hoi Ai Hiru CTNCT/PA, Ong NGUYEN VIET SAU
tirc Nha tho DA LU, goc trai, trong mot tiét muc vin nghé.
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BUOI RA AT TiC PHAM
3/ VONG GAD eep VO NAN AP LUE'S

Tac giad NGUYEN DUC CUNG (phai) chup chung v6i ong NGUYEN TUE tir Plano, Texas 1én dw 18 RMS. Ong
NGUYEN TUE nguyén Trung T4 QLVNCH, chau goi cu Nguyén Tan (1822-1871) 1a C6 Noi (doi thir tu). (Mr. Tue
Nguyen, Great General Nguyen Tan’s descendant coming from Plano, Texas in the book signing festival.

Thém mot tiét muc vin nghé do mot Hoi vién Hoi Ai Hitu CTNCTVN/PA gbp vui cho budi RMS.
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Va mot vin nghé vién “cay nha 14 vuon” 1am cho cudc RMS thém ddm bau khi vui tuoi...

Khén gia tham gia 1 RMS, chiing t6i ghi nhan hang dau c6 tir trai sang phai: Ong NGUYEN TUE, Ong TRAN
VAN SON, Cyu Dan Biéu VNCH kiém nha binh luan chinh tri, Ong MAC HONG QUANG, Chiu but B4o Rang
Pong, méi qua doi, Ca si NHAT TAN qua doi tir 1au. Hang sau: Ong Lé Hiru Binh, Ong Nguyén Hitu Cam, Nha
béo LE PHU NHUAN, Ong VINH THANH CHU'....rt nhidu ngudi tham du, trén 200 quan khach. (Audience at
Book signing).

Sau day 1a mot s6 y kién vé cudn sach thé hién qua cac thu tin ciia nhidu nguoi
da guri cho tac gia ma da s6 da qua vang.

*Tir Phap Quéc, Tién ST Hwong Giang Thai Vin Kiém, von 1a mot hoc gia
noi tieng cua VNCH thoi Quoc Gia Viét Nam tire thoi Cuu Hoang Bao Dai va thoi
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b¢ I va b¢ 11 Cong Hoa, da xuét ban nhiéu tac phém vé Van hoc, Str hoc nhu Viét
Nam Tinh Hoa, tap 1 va Il, Viét Nam Gam Véc... Sau khi nhan duoc cudn sach tang
clia toi, ong da viét nhu sau: “Téi c6 bon phdn néi déi loi vé quyén sdch qui ‘Lich
Sir Viing Cao Qua Vii Man Tap Luc Thi’, ma Hoc gid Nguyén Pirc Cung, Cao Hoc
Sir-Hoc Pai Hoc Puwong Hué (1974) di day céng bién khdo, va san dinh, chii gidi
minh bach, scdp xép thir [6p, tra cieu nhiéu sdch vé va tai liéu, Péng Tay kim cé va
Quoc sir quan Hué 61. Sach ndy cé6 mét gid tri déic biét dé hiéu biét vé mot thoi dai
nhiéu nhwong cia lich sit nwéc Nam cdn dai.” (Tién ST Huwong Giang Thdi Vin Kiém,
Hoi vién Han lam Khoa hoc Phdp quéc Hai ngoai, Phép, di qua doi).

*Pirc Qng Nguyén Pirc Tién la mot nguoi ting theo hoc nganh Su tai Vién
Dai Hoc Hue trude nam 1975, da vict cho tdi nhiing nhan xét tong quat sau day khi
nhan duoc cuodn sach:

“Téi xin chdn thanh cam on Ong dd géi cho t6i cuén Lich Sir Vimg Cao ciia
Ong, va ciing d‘a ta Ong dd goi cho tal liéu ciia Pai hoc Hué. Thét la quy gid khi ¢6
nhitng tai liéu vé sir hoc & ngoai quoc cung nhu o Viét Nam trong luc nay, vi tai Viét
Nam nhitng stk liéu khéng con dwegc béo ton ding mire, néu khéng néi la dang bi bp
méo, trong khi tai ngoai quéc thi it dwoc tran trong.” (Pirc Ong Nguyén Pire Tién,
Trung Tam Cong Giao Viét Nam, Santa Ana, California, da qua dovi).

*Giao sw Tién si, Hoc gia Nguyén Ngoc Bich 13 mot nha vin héa 16n ¢ hai
ngoai. Vi tinh tinh thuan hau, dé thuong, ong 13 nguoi duoc rat nhiéu cam tinh cua
hau hét cac nha vin, nha bao & Hoa Ky va khip noi trén thé gidi. Ong tir nan trén
mot chuyén may bay vi bao bénh cach diy gan mot thap nién. Phé binh vé cudn sach
cua toi, ong viét:

“Dady la mot cuon sir rat cé gia tri du nhw Vit Man Tap Luc Thu da dwoc viet
cach nay hon tram nam (1871) do mét nha nho, 6ng On-Khé Nguyén Ti-Van (tirc
Nguyén Tan), nguwoi da cé cong dep yén mién Thwong ¢ phia tdy Qudng Ngdi, noi
c6 nhiéu dan téc thiéu sé qudy ph.

Cuén sdach dwoc viét va in rat ky cang, co thé dwoc xem 1a mét mau muec cho
nganh Viét-hoc o hai ngoai... mot ban dich that luu lodt va ky cang. (Giao Sw Nguyén
Ngoc Bich, Giam Poc Pai Phat Thanh A Chdu Tw Do, D.C., dd qua doi).

*Giao Sw Ton That Uan, K¥ Sw, day hoc tai Truong Trung Hoc Khai Pinh
Hué nam 1948-1954, thong thao Phép van va Nhat-ngit, da viét thu riéng cho toi nhu
sau:
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“Téi tam phuc Anh & ché Anh da kién tri giit vitng ¥ dinh phé biét mét di bit
cua nguoi xwa trong bao nhiéu nam va da thuc hién duoc y dinh cua minh duoi hinh
thire hién hitu. Chdc chén la cong trinh ciia Anh sé rdt hitu ich cho nhitng nha nghién
citu quéc sir, dic biét cho nhitng vi khéng thong hiéu lam vé Han tw.”

(Gido sw Toén That Uan, Anh-quéc, da qua doi).

*Nha van Ha Ky Lam la mot trong nhiing nguoi ban van cua t6i, luon cé
mit trong nhirng cudc ra mat sach cia toi to chirc tai Philadelphia. Anh 13 thanh vién
ctia Nhom Duyén Vin, tac gia nhiéu cudn tiéu thuyét trong d6 c¢6 Ving Pd Ngam,
Nuii Véin Xanh...rat duge cac doc gia khap noi yéu thich.

“Cuédn sdch viét vé ving thwong du Qudng Ngdi cia tdc gid Neuyén Dirc
Cung da thu hit su hiéu ky ciia t6i mét phan do chinh minh da timg c6 co duyén véi
niii rieng va nhitng con nguoi & day, tuy khéng nhat thiét Qudang Ngdi, nay mong tim
lai nhitng twong dong, va phan khdc do mudn tim toi, kham phd nhitng méi la trong
mot cong trinh ddc biét nh thé ... Ong Nguyén Pirc Cung dd lam mét viéc tuyét voi
doi voi nguwoi xiea va doi voi nguwoi hém nay va ngueoi ngdy mai, bang cdch lam song
lai va vun boi céng trinh ciia nguoi di trede va chuyén tiép cho ngueoi di sau.”

(Nha van Ha Ky Lam truée & New Jersey, nay song tai Florida).

*Tien Si Cao The Dung la mét nha nghién ctru st hoc, dac biét nghién ctu
nhiéu vé Cong Gido va ché dgo Cong San.

“Cdam on anh rdt nhiéu da cho tac pham qui, dang la can thiét cho mét cdi
“background” vé phat trién kinh té Truong Son... Rat cam kich, méi téi My chuwa
ldu, lai phdi lo gia dinh va kinh té ma anh né lyc hoan hdo mét cong trinh qui gid
nay, chinh chung toi phai ghi cong cua anh.”

(Tién St Cao Thé Dung, Hoa Thinh Pon, da qua doi).

*Giao Sw Vo Nhu Nguyén, con cu Cir Nhan Vo Ba Hap 1a ban cach mang
v6i cu Phan Boi Chau, nguyén Giam Ddc Vién Han Hoc Hué (1959-1965) 1a bac
thiy nhiéu nim day dd va hudng dan ching toi gitta thoi budi Nho hoc di suy tan
nhung tinh than cia Nho hoc van ludn rén dic chung toi nén nguoi c6 ich cho x4
hoi. Du tudi doi dé cao luc cudn sach cua ching t6i ra mét, Thiy Nguyén van viét
cho chung t6i nhiing 151 tim huyét nhu sau:

“Thdt tinh, t6i muén gép doi ba y kién thé so, tuy nhién, doc xong ndi dung,
xem lai loi gioi thiéu cua Giao sw Nguyén Phwong, toi nhan thiec rang bdc dai sw
trong vong dy la bdc thay cao ca, lung danh vé sw hoc, da tung giang day chung ta,
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dung hét loi ca ngoi tac pham qui trong ay voi bao nhiéu cong trinh cua tdac gia vé
minh xdc, bo-tuc, dinh chinh v.v... nhitng tai liéu da an hanh pho bién thuo xua
truoc. Néu toi viet thém gi ciing déu la thiea, vi bac dai su lich duyét da noi hét roi.”

(Gido Sw V6 Nhw Nguyén, hueu tri tai Phdp quéc, da qua doi).

*Tién ST Nguyén Tri Vin, dong tac gia trong cudn Red File, 50 Years of
Violations of Human Rights In Communist Vietnam 1945-1995, thuoc nhom Vietnam
Human Right Watch d4 viét cho ching t6i nhu sau:

“Trong hic sach bién khdo ngdy cang tré nén hiém hoi, nhat la & hdi ngoai,
‘Lich Su Vung Cao Qua Vii Man Tap Luc Thu’thdt la mot phan dong gop khong nho
cho viéc tai boi lich sir va van héa dan téc.”
(Tién St Nguyén Tri Vin, California, da qua doi).

*Nha vin Huynh Viin Pha (Thiy Quéan Lyc Chién) 1a tac gia nhiéu cudn
truyén c6 thién hudng hoat ké nhu Giay sé, néi phét va dan ba; Chuyén ké ciia mot
nguoi di giay chdt... Anh la mot trong nhitng nha van thuéc Nhom Duyén Van, cung
vo1 Ha Ky Lam, BS Lé Van Lan..., da c6 mdt bai ndi chuyén kha dai vé cubn sach
cua to1, duoc trich doan nhu sau:

“Diéu dau tién ma téi cam nhdn dwoc khi cam trong tay cuén “Lich sik viing
cao qua Vii Man Tap Luc Thie” ciia nha sit hoc Nguyén Birc Cung la, t6i thdy cudn
sdch nay qud néing, ndng lam, ndng dén néi khé cé cdi can nao cé thé cdn néi. Téi
thdy ndng la boi vi cdi tinh yéu qué hwong ddt nuwde, sy miét mai thiét tha dén lich
stk va nén van héa niede nha cia tac gia day dp trong cuon sach day céng bién khdo

»

nay...
(Nha van Hupnh Vian Phii dd vé hiew, hién song ¢ mét viimg ngoai é Philadelphia.)

*Tién ST Chu Manh Hung, du hoc truéc ndm 1975 1a nghia tir ciia Linh Muc
Cao Van Luan, Cyu Vién Truong Vién Pai Hoc Hué (1957-1964) thudc Dia phan
Vinh. Ong day hoc tai Vién Pai Hoc West Chester, Pennsyvania, da vé huu. Vé tac
pham cua t6i, 6ng di dugc moi trinh bay quan diém trong budi ra mit sach ngay
17/01/1999, trich mot doan nhu sau:

“Lich swvung cao qua Vii Man Tap Luc Thu” viét vé mot thoi ky dat nuée co
nhiéu nhiéu nhirong va tai liéu lich sir hoi dé néu cé thi ciing dwege viét bang tiéng
Phdp hodc tiéng Trung Hoa. V&i khd nang ngoai ngit Han vin va Phdp van cong
véi kha nang chuyén mén vé sir hoc, Cao Hoc Sir Hoc, tac gia han cé kha néng soi
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sang va cong hién chung ta nhitng hiéu biét vé su dong gop cua to tién trong cong
tdac binh dinh va mo mang bién cuong.”

(Tién ST Chu Manh Hiing, hién séng tai West Chester, PA).

*Giao Sw Pam Trung Phap, Tién Si, Pai Hoc TWU, Texas 1a nguoi chung
to1 guri sach tang cudn dau tién, va trong lan to chtrc gi01 thiéu cudn “Dién Loc Quan
Cong Nguyén Than”, tai tu gia ong Nguyén Tué (Phuong Thanh) chiing toi c6 gip
nhau tai Plano, Texas, trao d6i nhiéu vé van hoa, st hoc. Lau ngay ching téi chua
c6 dip gap lai. N6i vé tac pham “Lich st ving cao qua Vii Man Tap Luc Thu”, Gido
su Dam Trung Phap viét:

“Cuédn sach gia tri lam va phdi duoc coi la mot sw lieu nghiém tuc cua dat
nuée minh. Ong Cung viét rat hay, trong sang va gay gon. Cu Nguyén Tan la mét vi
quan rdt giéi, rat thanh tin, ddng ca ngoi. Hon nita, cu lai vé ciung giéi vé chiv Han.
T6i rat phuc cac cu ngay xua hoc chit Han toi mirc doc va viét thao chir Han chcfng
thua gi nguoi Tau.”

*Nha tho Tran Trung Pao, thudc tang 16p tri thirc tré tudi, nong nan long
yéu nudc, 1a ngudi toi gip trong mot budi tdi sinh hoat van hoa tai Philadelphia cach
day hon ba muoi ndm. Anh rudt ctia Tran Trung Pao tén Nhon 1a hoc tro cii cia toi
tai Truong Trung Hoc Pé Nhi Cap Tran Quy Cap tai Hoi An, Quang Nam. Nha tho
cling 14 nha van Tran Trung Pao viét va xuat ban nhiéu tac pham vé chinh tri, vin
hoc, tham gia nhiéu cudc hoi luan trén mang. Nhitng 161 chan thanh sau day ctia nha
tho Tran Trung Pao d3 néi 1én su trudng thanh vuot buc cia anh trong cude doi cam
but ctia minh.

“Néu Vii Man Tap Luc Thuw la tam huyét ciia On-Khé Nguyén Tdan thi ‘Lich
sir ving cao qua Vii Man Tap Luc Thw’ la tdm huyét ciia Gido Sw Sir Hoc Nguyén
Durc Cung... Toi chi la mot diea hoc tro khong du tw cach dao dikc hay dan day vé
kién thirc d@é nhdn xét tc pham cia thay. Téi chi, qua nhitng dong tém biit ndy, xin
dwoc cam on mét nguoi thdy day s Viét Nam, sau bao nhiéu thing tram ciia vin
nwoc va gian trudn cua chinh doi minh, van nang no voi tien do van héa dan téc.”

(Nha tho Trdan Trung Pao, Boston)

*Bac S Cao Xuan An hau dué cua cu An Xuan Tt Cao Xuan Duc la mot nha
van hoa 1én cia dat nude, di 1a dudng day cho toi gip duoc gia dinh cu Nguyén
Luong ma cu ba 1a Cao Thi Vian Dao 13 chau cta cu thuong goi 1a “C Pong” (Pong
Céc Pai Hoc Si). Sau ddy 1a mot vai 10i ngan ngiii nhung chan tinh ctia ong.
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“Ong dd c6 vai loi ghi on sy dong gop ciia cd nhan t6i lam t6i phdi tw hoi di
héi lai khéng biét t6i da déng gdp chd ndo trong mot cudn sach quy gid nhuwe vay. Khi
¢ Bé Xa Hoi VNCH tir 1968 dén 1975, téi da dé y dén Qudng Ngdi rat nhiéu. Téi ¢6
duwgc biét vé Vii Man Tap Luc Thu va sw sinh séng cua nguoi Hré 0 do...”

(Béc St Cao Xudn An, curu Péng Ly Van Phong Bé Xa Héi VNCH (1968-
1975), truée ddy séng tai California, nay cé 1€ dd mat).

*Nho quen biét voi nha vin Nguyén Vin Quang Negii, t6i da cap nhat dugce
v&i mot sb sinh hoat van hoa cua vung dat Xa Quang, lién h¢ duoc véi hau dué cua
cu Truong Pang Qué 0 TB Connecticut, cac sinh hoat Ho1 Déng Huong, cac thé hé
doi sau ciia cu Bui Ta Han (séng thé ky XVI) nhu ong Bui Hoa... dé bo tic phan
lich sir trong cuén “Dién Loc Quan Céng Nguyén Than”. Sau day 1a quan diém cia
nha van:

“Nho thong thao Han hoc, lai co phwong phap khao dich khoa hoc, phé binh,
chu gidi, so sanh ti mi cung nhitng tw liéu phu luc quy bau, tac gia Nguyén Duc Cung
da cong hién cho chiing ta mét tae pham sir hoc mach lac, ré rang va trong séng.”

(Nha vin Nguyén Van Qudang Ngdi, Dallas, Texas)

*Nha vian Pham Xuan Pai, nguyén chi bat Tap chi Thé Ky 21, tic gia cudn
sach “Ha Néi trong mdt t6i” da viét mot sé nhan dinh vé “Lich sit viing cao qua Vii
Man Tap Luc Thu” cling khi sau khi nhan dugc cudn sach “Dién Loc Qudn Cong
Nguyén Than” cta toi, ong ciing dd c6 mot bai diém sach trén tap chi noi tiéng nay.
Phan trich nhan xét ctia 6ng vé cudn “Lich sir viing cao... "nhu sau:

“Viéc bat phuc tung ciia cdc sdc dan Thieong tai viing niii Qudng Ngdi doi voi
chinh quyén Viét Nam gan déy nhw la mét viée kinh nién. Cdc triéu dai truée da kho
céng binh dinh, dén thoi ky Viét Minh khodang nam 1950, giita cuéc khdng chién
chong Phdp, tai dia ban nay lai néi 1én mét cudc day loan ciia “Moi Son Ha”, giét
tdt cd can bo va thuwong dan nguoi Kinh dang song trong viing, réi dén thoi VNCH
lai c6 van dé Fulro. Thanh ra viéc dich thudt va nghién civu vé ddn viing nay cho
dén ngay nay van con hoi hirdng ciia mot nhu cau thoi sw, di la loai thoi sie tiém an.
Céng trinh khdo citu va dich thudt rdt nghiém tiic va céng phu ciia 6ng Nguyén Pirc
Cung chdc sé givp ich nhiéu, khéng nhitng chi don thuan la viéc phuc héi va giéi
thiéu mét cudn sach xwa, ma con gitp tim hiéu cdc sdc dan dy trong thoi hién dai
nita.

(Pham Xudn Pai, Tap chi Thé Ky 21, s6 122, June 1999.)
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*Nha vin Tran Hoai Thuw 13 nguoi dd ndi tiéng tir vai nam trude 1975 véi 4
tac pham truyén ngan da dugc xuat ban. Sau nam 1975, 6ng d3 viét: Ra Bién Goi
THéam (1995); Ban Mé Thudc Ngay Pau Ngay Cudi (1997), Vé huéng mdt troi lin
(8-1998), Tho Tran Hodi Thur; 12 ngudi c6 cong lién hé nhiéu véi Thu vién Dai Hoc
Cornell d¢ in lai nhiéu trudc tac cta cac nha van VN trong nhiéu thap nién qua. Ong
da ra di cach ddy may tuan 1& dé lai nhiéu thuong tiéc cho ban be, than quyén. Tac
gia Tran Hoai Thu di c6 bai trinh bay vé tic pham cta toi trong budi ra mat sach
ngay 17/01/1999 tai nha hang Hai Tién. Poan vin ngin sau ddy trich tir bai noi
chuyén do:

“Ouyén sach Lich Sir Ving Cao Qua Vii Man Tap Luc Thu cho chiing ta nhiéu
kién thire hitu ich nhw ban tinh bat khudt cia bé lac Ba Vich, ky thudt da chién cua
tién nhén va tinh than nhén ban cia cu Nguyén Tan doi véi nguwoi sdc téc thiéu so
Quang Ngai.”

(Nha vin Tran Hoai Thit, New Jersey)

*Nha van Tran Quan Niém, tac gia tap sach “Nu non trén canh kho”, 1a
khuon mat van hoa quen thudc cua doc gia vung dong bac Hoa Ky, da c6 viét nhu
sau:

(L3

o101 xwa ludn ludn chii trong t6i ba diéu: Ip dire, ldp cong, ldp ngén. Ldp
dirc 1d tao ra nhitng céng trinh divc do 16n lao dé nguwoi doi ghi nhé. Lap cong la tao
dung nhitng céng nghiép hién hdch. Ldp ngon la dé lai cho doi nhitng tic pham loi
ich luu truyén vé sau. Ngoai thi truong sach bdo cé rat nhiéu tiéu thuyét, vin bai
nhing mot tram ndm sau thi thir héi rang nhitng tiéu thuyét, nhitng vin bai dé cé
t6n tai dieoc hay khéng hodc thoi gian sé thir thiach va ddi loc di nhitng tdc pham
khéng cé gid tri. Téi biét chic rang “Lich Sir Ving Cao Qua Vii Man Tap Luc Thu”
ciia Nguyén Pirc Cung sé ¢6 dip ton tai cing vdi cdc tdc pham khdc, véi cdce bai viét
khdc dé hdu dué cia chung ta, con chau chung ta co dip doc lai va do chinh la sy
nghiép ldp ngén ciia nha bién khdo sir hoc Nguyén Birc Cung vdy.”

(Nha vén Tran Qudn Niém, New Jersey).
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ON KHE NGUYEN TAN

VU AN
TAP LUC THU

Nguyén Dic Cung sweu tdm, kbdo ciu, phién dm vi chi gidi

dmecat HRR

Ban in ciia Nha xb Omega+ va Nha xb Ha Noi ndm trong “tdm ngam” ciia Gido Su Donald Eugene Voth. Ph.D. (Bia
trude), 2019.
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®meGA™ TU SACH TAY NGUYEN

“Chinh sdch vé vé nhu thé nao?
D6 la khong ngodi sy thanh tin ma thoi.”

On Khé Nguyén Tin

“Tdp sich ndy ciing diing d¢ b8 thic cho cédc séch sit trude day
chua ddy di, soi rd thém cdc dibu chua tuong tin.”

Cao Xuin Duc

“Tap Va Man tap luc thw 13 ci mot cdng trinh nghién ciu
cong phu lich sit nguai Thugng néi chung, vé ngudi Thugng &
Quing Ngii, vé viéc binh ngusi Thugng caa triéu Nguyén.”

Linh myuc Phanxico-Xavie Nguyén Phuong

“Chiing t6i tin rdng nhimg ghi chép ctia Tidu pha st sé md ra
nhitng chin trdi méi cho doc gid thong qua viée chimg minh
quan 1ai hidu o vai tro cia ho nhu thé nao, tién hanh nhimg
Phuong phap gi va ddu 6c bin tim dén tiy tiét ra sao.”

| Tap chi Revue Indochinoise, 1904

Bia sau ban in Ha Noi, 2019.
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Donald E. vom pn. .

NMI sOOdog’, Emenitus .

Hinh chup GS Donald Eugene Voth va vg 6ng, Ba Elnora do GS Voth gtri ting tac gia NDC.

3.- Gido Sw Donald Eugene Voth va cudn sach “Lich sir viing cao qua Vii
Man Tap Luc Thu” cua toi.

Trong cudc doi nghién ciru sir hoc, t61 da gap dugc mot ky niém khong bao
gid quén do 1a cau chuyén sau day di xay ra va khong biét con kéo dai toi dau, do 1a
cau chuyén voi tiéu dé ghi o trén.

Ngay thtr Ba, 26 thang Ba, nam 2024, luc t6i dang ngdi an com chiéu thi c6
dién thoai chau Christine Nguyén (tirc Huong Thily) goi lai n6i c6 mot gido su ngudi
MjF tén Voth da doc cudn sach “Lich sir vitng cao...” ciia ciu va dng mudn ndi chuyén
v6i ciu, nén chau bat dién thoai ba chiéu dé cau noi chuyén véi Ong ta. C)ng nay noi
duoc tiéng Viét kha thong thao. Toi rat vui vi dy 1a dip 1am quen véi mot gido su
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ngudi My nén bang 1ong di vao cudc gip g&. Ong cho biét 6ng da timg ¢ VN nim
1958, 16i vé My hoc Trudong Pai Hoc Cornell, t6t nghiép Tién Si, di day hoc &
Truong Pai Hoc Arkansas, da doc va xin phép dich ra Anh ngir cudn sach “Lich sir
viing cao qua Vii Man Tap Luc Thi”. T6i rat hoan hi tiép chuyén véi ong ta, sau d6
ong ta lién lac voi Christine, hoi tham dia chi email cta to1 dé tién lién lac.

Sau nd lyc tim cho gip duoc t6i, ngay thir Bay 30, thang Ba nim 2024, Gio
su Donald Eugene Voth da chan tinh viét thu cho t61 nhu sau:

“You have made, for me, a good week even better. In fact, I could never have
imagined that I would ever be able to communicate directly with the actual author
“Lich su Vung Cao...”! Your first letter already clarifies some puzzles for me. Please
continue. I hope this is not too much of a burden for you?

I had, first, learned about the Vu Man Tap Luc Thu in the middle 1960 when
I'was in the graduate school at Cornell and I was able to get a micro-film copy from
the University of California. And, as you can imagine, I made some of the mistakes
in my own “Relationships Between Lowland and Highland People of Central and
South Vietnam. A Historical Overview.” (Don Voth, available on Amazon.com,
2000.) I hope this is not a heavy burden for you. After the untimely death of your
friend and mine, Nghiem Tham, you and I may be the very few people who recognize
the importance of this work.” Tam dich: “Véi t6i, anh dd mang dén cho t6i mot
ngay cudi tudn dep hon. Téi khéng bao gio' c6 thé tuwdng twong dwoc rang téi lai ¢é
thé giao tiép dwgc véi tdc gid thwc thu ciia “Lich sk ving cao...” Ld thir ddu tién
ciia anh da soi sang cho t6i mot déi diéu bi an. Téi cé thé hy vong ddy khéng phdi
la ganh ndng déi véi anh?

TruGe hét téi da biét dén Vii Man Tap Luc Thu tir giita thdp nién 1960 khi toi
la sinh vién tot nghiép o Dai Hoc Cornell va toi da co thé cé dwoc mot an ban vi
phim tir Truong Pai hoc California. Va, nhw anh ¢é thé tuwéng twong dwoc, t6i dd c6
vdi sai lam trong bai viét cia t6i ¢6 tén “Cdc méi lién hé gitra ngueoi dan ving thap
Vvé&i ngueoi dan viing cao ¢ mién Trung va Nam Viét nam. Mot cdi nhin lich sir tong
quan.” (Don Voth, c¢6 trén Amazon.com, 2000). T6i hy vong diéu nay khéng la ganh
ndng véi anh. Sau cdi chét bt ngo ciia ban anh va ciing la ban t6i, Nghiém Théam,
anh va téi cé thé la nhitng nguwoi rét it con lai nhin ra sw quan trong cia cuon
sdach nay.”

Khi 6ng nhic dén Gido Su Nghiém Tham von 13 vi gido su bao trg cho toi khi
ti trinh Tiéu luan Cao Hoc St tai Vién Pai Hoc Hué ngay 30 thang 11 ndm 1974,
t6i that 12 ngdm ngui, va ciing khong ngd GS Voth lai 13 ban ciia GS Nghiém Tham.
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S& di GS. Voth viét nhu vay 1a vi trude d6 khi gap duge cudn sach cua t6i co
tén “Lich sir ving cao qua Vii Man Tap Luc Thu” viét vé tac gia Nguyén Tan, ong
da vui vé cho biét “I especially had trouble with the many honorific titles that people
were given by the royal court. I did, finally, come to understand that a famous name
like Nguyé~n Téin could appear in many diﬁ‘erent forms, often including the word

“cong” as in “cé cong”, or “khéng cé cong”. Tam dich: “Téi dac biét gap thay khé
nhoc voi nhiing tw0'c hiéu danh du do chmh triéu dinh ban cho nhzeu ngu’oz Cuéi
cung téi chot hiéu rang mot cdi tén néi tiéng nhw cu Nguyén-Tdn c6 thé xudt hién
duwdi nhiéu hinh thire khdc nhau, thinh thodng bao gom chit “céng” nhu trong “cé
cong” hay la “khong co cong”.

Trong 14 thu gti cho GS Voth trude do, t6i da giai thich vi sao cu Nguyén Tén
c6 khi mang chir 16t 1a “Cong”, c6 khi lai khong.

Gi4o su Donald Eugene Voth, nim nay 88 tudi, hién séng & Albuquerque, New
Mexico, vo ong la Elnora, da méat nim 1999. C)ng 16n 1én & Tiéu bang Oklahoma la
noi ¢6 rat nhiéu thoé dan bi budc téi dinh cu vao nhirng thap nién 1830, chiu anh
huong cua méi truong sdng, di viét cho toi nhu sau: “I grew up in the State of
Oklahoma, which is where many indigenous (Indian) people were forcibly moved in
the 1830s, so I was always interested in the indigenous people. Then I worked for
two years with the Ede in Vietnam. In the meantime, there has been a movement in
the West to try to understand how abuse of indigenous people had been justified in
colonial policy in the West. So, there was a papal document of around 1500 called
“The Doctrine of Discovery”, in which the Church made a formal justification for
not only seizure of the lands but also even killing the indigenous. Many of my friends
focus upon that now. But I kept wondering about the Sino East. What has been, and
is, the formal framework for understanding the relationship between the “civilized”
world and the “barbarians? ”You are helping me to get a more complete window, at
least as concerns the Pai-Viét.”

Tam dich: “T6i I6n Ién & Tiéu bang Oklahoma la noi c6 nhiéu thé déin da do
bi budc phdi di cu t6i vao nhitng nam 1830, bdi vdy téi luén ludn thich thii doi véi
thé dan. Liic bdy gio t6i dd lam viéc hai nam véi nguoi E-dé ¢ Viét nam. Trong khi
cho doi, dd cé6 mot phong trao ¢ Mién Tdy cé gdng dé hiéu sw lam dung nguoi tho
déan da dwoc bién minh nhw thé nao. Béi vay, da co mot tai lieu cua giao hoang vao
khodng nam 1500 cé tén “Hoc thuyét vé sw Kham phd”, trong d6 Gido Héi da dua
ra sw bién minh mang tinh hinh thirc néi rang khéng chi chiém cir dat dai ma con
ngay ca giét nguoi thé dan niva. Nhiéu nguoi ban ciia t6i by gio chii trong dén vin
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dé nay. Nhung 16i tiép tuc ty héi vé Trung Hoa ¢ phwong Pong. Cdi gi di va dang
la khuén mdu hinh thire dé hiéu moi lién hé giiva thé giGi “van minh” va nhing
nguoi ‘man di’?” Anh dang givip t6i dat t6i mét tam nhin day di hon, it nhdt la
nhitng gi lién quan toi Pai Viét.”

Nho doc qua thu ndy t6i hiéu rd 1y do vi sao dng dé tim dén cudn sach cia toi
viét vé ngudi Thuong ¢ Quang Ngii, nhat 13 su giao dich gitta nguodi Thugng va
nguoi Kinh ¢ tinh nay.

Trong mdt 14 thu giri cho GS Voth, t6i ¢6 hoi 6ng mét chut tiéu st va vé qua
trinh 1am viéc tai Viét Nam trudc ddy, ong cho biét qua email viét ngay 4 thang Tu,
2024 nhu sau:

“I was a Conscientious Objector to Military Service as a youth so had to do
“alternative service” of some kind for at least years. So, I went to Vietnam with an
organization called Mennonite Central Committee (MCC), which had begun a small
program of refugee relief in 1954 when the refugees came from the North. I was
assigned to a leprosy hospital near Banmethuot (it still exists, but now is called Trai
Cui 0 Ea Ana, Daklak. There I learned the Ede language, and even served as
interpreter, and also began to study Vietnamese. Then I was transferred to Saigon as
Interim Director of our program, where [ lived with a Vietnamese family out near
the Co-Doc Hospital (corner of Chi-Lang and Vo-Tanh. At the same time we, the
MCC, were setting up a hospital with the Hoi-Thanh Tin-Lanh at Nhatrang (also
still exists, now as Hospital for Functional Rehabilitation and Eastern Medicine).
There I met my wife, an American nurse. We married in 1963 and she passed away
in 1999.

When I returned, I was able to get into Cornell University for Rural Sociology
(Community Development) and Southeast Asian Studies (Vietnamese language). |
had intended to do research on the relationship between the Viet people and the
mountain people and had done a lot of background research, but because of the war
I could not get support for field work in Vietnam, so I did a Ph.D. in the Philippines,
where I met and became friends with Professor Vo-Tong-Xuan. I was able to return
to Vietnam for June and July 1968, right after the Tet Offensive, during which I
traveled all over meeting with leaders of the minorities in the South (Bao-Loc, Di-
Linh, Pleiku, BMT, Dak-To, etc.). Then I was able to return again in 1997 to launch
a workcamp program with the Vietnam YMCA in Saigon (called, then, Youth
Movement for Cooperative Activities, since the word “Christian” was not allowed)
So, every year for ten years we returned to do workcamps, first building elementary
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school duildings in Dong Thap Province, but then adding buildings to the Nhatrang
hospital. Then I was also invited to work with colleagues at Can Tho University on
a project on school based community development (About 2001-2010).

After I received my Ph. D. at Cornell [ was on faculty at Southern Illinois
University for five years, then I went to the University of Arkansas where I was on
the faculty from 1974 until 2001, when I retired. My main focus was always on
Community Development, although I retained my interest in Vietnam, especially the
Ede people. My wife and I were active in support of Vietnamese refugees, and we
sponsored a young Vietnamese who I, now, consider to be my first son. However,
when I visited with my Ede friends at BMT in 1997, I was told that, although they
appreciated my visit, 1 should not come there again as they would certainly be
investigated by the Police, who would demand from them “all the dollars they gave
you.” So, sadly, I have never been back. I have learned since that there would have
been ways to visit and fool the police...”

Tam dich: “T6i la mot (Conscientous Objector to Military Service™) nguoi tir
chéi phuc vu trong qudn ddi boi 1€ t6i nghi rang diéu do trdi véi dao Iy nén la thanh
nién téi phdi lam mét cong viéc khdc twong dwong va it nhat la hai nam. Bdi vy t6i
t6i Viét Nam trong mét t6 chire goi tén la Uy Ban Trung Tam Mennonite (Mennonite
Central Committee: MCC), bat dau véi mot chwong trinh nho cuu trg nguoi ti nan
khi nhitng nguwoi di cw dén tir Mién Bac. Téi dwoc cir dén lam viée trong mot bénh
vién phong ctii gan Ban Mé Thudt (hién van con, nhung goi tén la Trai Cii & Ea
Ana, Daklak). O d6 téi da hoc tiéng Ede, va lam cd théng dich vién, va ciing bt dau
nghién citu tiéng Viét. Liic bdy gio t6i dwoc déi vé Sai Gon lam Gidm Péc Lam Thoi
cho chwong trinh ciia ching ti, & dé téi song trong mét gia dinh Viét Nam & gan
Bénh vién Co Péc (géc dwong Chi-Ling va Vé-Tanh). Trong thoi gian nay, ching
toi (MCC) da xay dung mot bénh vién cua Hoi Thanh Tin Lanh tai Nha Trang (ciing
con hién nay va bdy gio goi tén la Bénh vién Phuc hoi va Péng y). Tai dé t6i da gdp
vo toi, mot y ta Hoa Ky. Chung toi cuoi nhau nam 1963 va ba da qua doi nam 1999.

Khi tré vé My, toi dwoc vao hoc tai Truong Pai Hoc Cornell nganh Nong
Thén Xa Hoi Hoc (Phat Trién Céng Pong) va Nghién Ciru Vé Dong Nam A (tiéng
Viét Nam. Téi dd cé y dinh nghién ciru vé moi lién hé gitra ngueoi Viét va nguoi mién
niii va da hoan thanh dwoc mot sé6 nghién civu, nhung boi vi chién tranh nén toi
khong thu hoach dwoc tro luc nao qua cugc nghién ciru dién di tai VN, béi vay toi
phdi ldy Ph.D. ¢ Phi Ludt Tan, ¢ dé t6i da gdp va lam ban véi Gido Sw V6 Tong
Xudn. Téi dd c6 thé tré lai VN vdo thang Sau va thang Bay nam 1968, ngay sau cudc
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Téng Tan Cong Tét, trong thoi gian dé téi da tiép xiic véi cdc lanh tu cia cdc sdc
dan thiéu sé ¢ mién Nam (Bédo-Léc, Di-Linh, Pleiku, BMT, Dak-To, v.v... Vé sau t6i
da tro lai vao nam 1997, dwa ra chwong trinh trai lam viéc voi nhom YMCA Viét
nam & Sai Gon (lic bdy gio goi tén la Phong trao Thanh nién Hoat déng Hop tdc,
boi vi chiv “Ki Té Gido” dd khéng dwoc phép sir dung). Vi vdy, cit moi nam trong
thoi gian mwoi nam, chung toi tro lai thuc hién cac trai lam viéc, truoc hét xdy dung
cdc tod nha ding lam treong so hoc & Tinh Pong Thap, réi xdy dung thém cdc toa
nha cho bénh vién Nha Trang. Luc bcfy gio toi cing dwoc moi lam viéc voi cac vi
déng nghiép tai Vién Pai Hoc Can Tho trén mot dw an vé truong hoc duwa trén su
phat trién cong dong (Khodng nam 2001-2010).

Sau khi toi lcfy Ph.D. ¢ Cornell, toi da lam viéc trong phdn khoa tai Pai Hoc
Southern Illinois trong nam nédm, réi téi vé Pai Hoc Arkansas, ¢ trong phén khoa tir
1974 cho d@én 2001, khi t6i vé huu. Su chii tdm chinh cia t6i luén luén la Sy Phdt
Trién Cong Pong, mdc di t6i gitk nguyén sie thich thii ciia minh ¢ Viét Nam, nhat la
VOT nguoi sdc téc E dé. Vo t6i va t6i da tich cuc trong viéc giup do cac nguoi ti nan
Viét Nam, va t6i da bao tro cho mot nguoi Viét Nam tré tuéi ma téi coi nhur nguoi
con dau ciia minh vdy. Tuy nhién khi téi t&i tham nhitng nguoi ban E dé cia téi ¢
BMT nam 1997, mdac du ho danh gia cao cuoc tham viéng cua toi, toi da dwoc ho
bao la t6i khéng nén tré lai ddy lan nita vi chdc chan ho sé bi céng an diéu tra, sé
doi “tdt ca dé-la ma ngwoi ta di cho anh”. Béi vdy, thdt la buon, t6i khéng bao gio
quay lai. Tir d6 t6i dd biét rang dd c6 nhiéu cach dé tham viéng va diia véi cong
an...”*[Conscientous Objector, tw dién Webster's New World viét la: A person who
for reasons of conscience refuses to take part in warfare, 2000, trang 310.]

Ciing qua email do, t6i biét GS Voth d3 viét cac sach nhu “Relationship
Between Lowland and Highland People of Central and South Vietnam: A Historical
Overview,” Trafford Publishing, 2020. Ong da dich tr bai bdo cia GS Nghiém
Tham, c6 tén “Tim hiéu dong bao Thwong: Hai phién viwong cia Triéu dinh Viét
Nam hoi truée, Thity Xd va Hoa Xa (Seeking to Understand the Highland People,
The two trial Kingdoms of the Vietnamese Court in The Past, The King of Fire and
The King of Water), Qué Huong, 31, January,1962, pp. 130-135, xuat ban trong
Southeast Asia: An International Quarterly, Southern Illinois University, Vol. 1,
1972, pp. 335-362. Donald E. Voth ciing da viét, “Manipulating the Montagnards,”
Society, Sept./Oct, 1972, pp. 59-66.

Ong cho biét da ti€p tuc cd cac cudc tiép xuc voi vai nguoi sac toc E dé ¢ Viét
Nam ciing nhu & Hoa Ky, phuong tién chinh 1a email va Facebook, va di nhién vai
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ngudi Viét Nam trén khip thé gidi, trong d6 c6 mot gido su nguoi Viét & Vién Dai
Hoc Can Tho tot nghiép tai mot chuong trinh dai hoc & Hoa Ky ma 6ng da bao tro.

Trong dién thu giri cho t6i ngay 17 thang Tu, 2024, GS Voth d3 viét:

“At 88 years of age I probably won't be around much longer but, in reality,
Vietnam and, especially, the ‘ddn toc”’have been a major of my life ever since a
strange course of events landed me at the port of Saigon in 1958 on the French

b

Messageries Maritimes “Le Vietnam ™.

Tam dich: “O tuéi 88, c6 thé téi khéng con di quanh xa nita nhuwng, trong thirc
té, Viét nam va ddc biét, nguoi “ddn toc” da la mot phdn [on trong doi séng cua toi
vi tu mot dot la lung cua nhiéu bién c¢é da dwa téi 1én bén cang Sai Gon, trén chiéc
tau thuy cua Phdp co tén Messageries Maritime “Le Vietnam.”

Gi4o su Voth c6 mot sé ghi nhan vé cudn sach “Lich sik viing cao qua Vii Man
Tap Luc Thy” cua t61 ¢6 tai Vién Bai Hoc Cornell nhung chi 1a 4n ban cua Ha Noi.
Ong viét trong email ngay 21 thang Tu, nam 2024 véi nhitng nhan xét rat tinh té, sac
bén va cho t6i nhiing 10i khuyén rat hitu ich, nhu sau:

“So I found your, “Lich-Su Vung Cao...", they have it but only the Hanoi
version, and they do not use your name or your own title of the book. It seems clear
to me that the Hanoi publisher intends not to recognize that you exist. I am not
surprise... In their version, the author, apparently, is Nguyen-Tan (or Nguyen On-
Khe). You are only the “Compiler, Researcher.” Not even by far the most important
“Translator”. Of course you must have known this already for a long time.
Unfortunately, the ability of the Communist Regime to cheat and lie seems to be
boundless, and, sadly, many comply. I also found your name on another book to
which you contributed, something like “Tan theo ngdy ndang véi, by one” Du Tir Lé,
but nothing more. They have neither of the other two you sent to me. I suppose Hanoi
publishers aggressively promote their products to US Universities — but this raises
a large issue for expatriate Vietnamese scholars which I shall not pursue now. Maybe
later.

Now I have a special reason for paying attention to this. Considering what the
Hanoi publishers did, 1 suggest that you write to both Cornell Southeast Asian
Program and to the Echols Kroch SEA libraries at Cornell explaining to them who
actually wrote the book, and, also including an actual, truthful, copy for them which
you suggest that they put on their shelves with appropriate explanation of the
dishonesty of the Hanoi publishers. You might also do the same to the University of
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Hawai, to name only one other University. Then also include copies of both of the
recent books, especially the one on Nguyen-Than, since it is so clearly a major
contribution to history. And all of this is to, perhaps, be able to get an invitation to
Cornell Southeast Asia program, or, at the least, to get them to know that you exist
so that you might, in the future, get a positive response in a request for a visit. In my
opinion you, as well as many other Vietnamese expatriate scholars, need, somehow,
to get the attention of the Universities which pretend to specialize in SEA ... At present
1 do not know anyone at the Vietnam Center (Texas Tech)... My old friend, Nguyen-
Dinh-Hoa, linguist and author of the most popular Viet/Anh dictionary of the ‘60's.
is no longer there, perhaps he is deceased. I do know (mostly via Facebook)
professor Lap Siu, a Jarai refugee from Vietnam who is on their Linguistics faculty.

Tam dich:

Nhuw vay toi da gap dwoc cuén sdach cua anh, “Lich sir vung cao...”, ho co ban
sach dé nhung la ban in cia Ha Ngi, va Ha Ngi khéng dimg tén ciia anh hodc dé
tia tén cudn sdch riéng ciia anh. Poi véi téi ¥é rang la Ha Ni chii tam khéng thira
nhdn rang anh dang con song. Téi khéng chit ngac nhién... Trong ban van ciia ho,
tac gia, ré rang la Nguyén-Tan (hodc Nguyén On-Khé). Anh chi la “Nguoi suu tam,
Ngueoi khdo cieu”. Khéng xa hon nita nhung quan trong nhat phdi la “Nguwoi dich”.
Di nhién anh da biét dwoc diéu do tir lau roi. Bat hanh thay, kha ning cia Ché do
Céng san la liva ddo va déi trd thit la vé bo bén, va, buén thay, nhiéu ngwoi phdi
tudn phuc. Téi ciing gdp thdy tén anh trén mét cuon sach khdc ma anh cé tham gia,
thi dy nhuw “Tan theo ngay nang véi”, ciia Du Tir Lé nao d6, nhung chang cé gi thém
nita. Ho chang cé gi thém trong hai cuén sach khdc anh dé givi cho t6i. Téi cho rdang
cac nha xudt ban Ha Néi da 6 at xam lan gui cac sdach do ho ché tdc dén cdc Pai
Hoc ciia Hoa Ky - nhung diéu nay ciing gdy tdc déng véi cdce hoc gia Viét Nam leu
vong ma t6i sé khéng theo dudi vin dé lic nay. Co thé sau nay.

Bay gio téi ¢6 mét ly do dic biét @é chii y dén vin dé do. Quan tam dén cdi
ma cdc nha xudt ban Ha Néi dd lam, téi xin goi y anh rang viét thw cho Chuwong
trinh Dong Nam A ciia Pai Hoc Cornell va cdac thw vién ciia Echols Kroch tai Cornell
gidi thich cho ho ai thyc sy la tac gia da viét cuon sdch, va, ciing dinh kem theo mot
an ban thuce thy, nguyén xi tang cho ho, ae goi y ho nén dat vao trén gia sach cua
ho dé gidi thich chinh xac cho ho biét vé sy thiéu luwong thién cua nha xudt ban Ha
Noi. Anh ciing nén lam nhu vdy voi Truong Pai Hoc Hawai ciing nhu voi Pai hoc
khdc. Roi ciing nén lam vdy véi hai cudn sach gan ddy, ddc biét la mét cudn vé
Nguyén Thdn, béi vi cuén dé ré rang la mét déng gop to 1ém cho lich si. Va néi
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chung lai, diéu d6 cé thé dan dén viéc cé 1oi moi tir Chwong trinh Péng Nam A ciia
Cornell, hodc it nhdt khién cho ho biét rang anh van con dang song, va cé thé trong
twong lai anh c6 thé c6 su tra 16i twong doi khi dwoc yéu cau ti viéng tham. Theo
kién ciia téi, anh cting nhuw cac nha hoc gia Viéet Nam luu vong, mot cdach nao do,
can c¢é dwoc sw chil ¥ cua cdac Dgi Hoc von chii tam ddc biét hda nganh hoc vé Dong
Nam A...Hién tai t6i khong biét mot ai & Trung tam Viét nam. Mot nguoi ban cii cua
16i, Nguyén-Pinh-Hoa, nha ngit hoc va tdc gid cuon tw dién Viét/Anh rdt phé théng
ciia nhitng ndm 60, dd khéng con & dé nita, ¢é 1é dng da mat. Téi c¢é biét (hau hét
qua phwong tién Facebook) giao su Lap Siu, mot nguoi ti nan Jarai tw Viét Nam con
lam viéc cho phan khoa Ngon ngir hoc.

Trong mdt email gui truée d6 cho GS Voth, t6i mudn dng xac dinh 1 thoi
diém Ong bat dau dich cudn sach cua t61 thi trong thu trd 101 dé ngay May 8, 2024,
ong viét nhu sau:

Dear Professor Cung,

Thank you for your message with the additional corrections of my
translation of your important book. You asked when I had started translating it. My
friend, Dr. Liem, found it for me in California in about June/July of 2019, and then
I had it already and was trying to read it by the end of 2019, more than 4 years ago.
I immediately realized that it is a very important contribution, so I began to try to
translate it immediately , by the end of 2019.

Now that you have gotten to page 100, the future editing will be easier, since
the text of the translation is mostly pretty simple, and very repetitive. I want you to
know that I deeply appreciate the time you spent. As perhaps just you and I know,
this is a very, very important book.

Yes, I have always hoped that I could publish the translation. However, for a
long time I had not been able to find you and I knew that, at the least, I would have
to have your permission to do so. So, I finally engaged a private investigator, and he
is the one who found your niece, Christine, for me. Now I hope that we might publish
it together. What about Nhat-Le, do they still exist? I will be willing to bear the cost
of publication, and not because I would expect to get anything back but simply
because it is so important that the book must be available.

Peace,

Don
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Tam dich:
Gido Sw Cung than mén,

Xin cdm on vé 1oi nhin ciia anh kém theo nhitng hiéu dinh cho bén dich
ciia toi qua cudn sdch quan trong ciia anh. Anh c6 héi t6i la téi da tién hanh viéc
dich nay twr bao gio. Nguoi ban cua toi, Bac St Liém da tim ra sdach nay cho toi o
California vao khodng thang Sdau/thang Bdy nam 2019, va lic bdy gio khi dd ¢6
cuon sach roi téi da cé gang dé doc né vao cudi nam 2019, cach dday hon 4 niam. Téi
tire khdc nhén ra rang sach nay la mot si cong hién rat doi quan trong, vi vdy toi
da bat dau cé ging dich né ngay vao cudi nam 2019.

Bdy gio thi anh da di dwoc t6i trang 100, viéc bién tdp trong tuwong lai sé dé
dang hon bdi 1€ nguyén tdc ciia ban dich hau hét déu rat don gian va lap di ldp lai
nhiéu lan. Téi mudn anh biét cho rang téi danh gid sdu sdc thi gio anh da ding dén.
C6 1é chi c6 anh va t6i biét rang ddy la mét cuén sdch rit, rit quan trong.

Ving, Téi da luén luén hy vong rang téi c6 thé xudt ban dwege ban dich nay.
Tuy nhién, trong khodng thoi gian ddi t6i dd khéng thé tim ra dwoc anh, va it nhat
16i ciing da biét rang t6i sé phdi ¢é anh cho phép dé lam viéc d6. Vi vy, cudi ciing
t6i phdi tién hanh nho mét ngwoi diéu tra riéng, va anh ta la nguoi da tim ra chdu
gdi anh, Christine, cho téi. By gio téi hy vong chiing ta cting nhau c6 thé xudt ban
cuon sach nay. Con nha xudt ban Nhdt-Lé thi sao, né con hién dién khong? Toi sé
muén chiu tat cd moi phi ton cia viéc dn hanh, va khéng phdi vi t6i mong cho cdi gi
dé do cuon sach dem lai, nhung don gian chi vi diéu rit déi quan trong la cudn
sdach nay phai dwoc luu dung.

Chuc binh an,
Don

That 1a mot 14 thu day ngot ngao, hiru tinh, hop 1y. Téi tu ¥ in ddm nhitng chd
can luu tam trong nguyén ban va trong ban dich, thu nay va mot vai thu khac.

Tré lai van dé thai d6 cua cac nha xuét ban Ha Noi ddi véi cudn sach cua toi,
trong mot email khac ngay 12 thang Nam, 2024, GS Voth lai viét:
Dear Professor Cung,

First, thank you for that last group of corrections. I have, now, incorporated
them all in the text, and I am happy that wea are past that, which was the most
difficult part for me to translate. Since most of the text of the ancient document is
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simple anf straightforward, things should be much easier for the rest of your book —
in fact there is a lot of repetition, like the 22 mountains.

Second, having looked at some of the announcements of the Hanoi version of
your book, I see that they simly lied about it. They make you to be, the “complier”,
and give you no credit, neither for the translation of the Han-Viet, nor for the
extensive background research and commentary clarifying and even correcting
much of the literature available on the topic. This seems to be a very serious
violation. Did they get any kind of permission from you? It seems to me that, at the
least, major university libraries which have the Hanoi version should be informed,
don t you think?

Third, it has always been my intention to publish the translation. I was only
waiting to contact you so that, at the least, I could get permission to do so. But now,
it is much better, as you are able to help make it an excellent book. Maybe only you
and I (and my friend, Dr. Liém) know it, but it is a very important piece of work,
and must be made available. Whoever we get to publish it, I will be able to cover
the up-front cost if necessary.

Peace,

Don

Tam dich:

Gido Sw Cung than mén,

Trwede nhat, xin cdm on anh vé mét loat nhitng phan hiéu dinh sau cing. Bdy
gio t6i da ddt chiing vao toan b ban van va sung swéng nhdn thdy rang chiing ta
da vuweot qua dwoc phan khé khdan nhdt doi voi téi khi phién dich. Tir d6 vé sau thi
hau hét ban van trong tai liéu c6 duwoc viét don gian va dé hiéu, moi s sé tré nén dé
dang hon trong phcfn con lai cia cuén sdach ciia anh, thuce té la cé nhiéu sw lap lai,
thi du 22 ngon nui.

Thir hai, khi nhin vdo nhitng 1oi cong bé trong ban in cia Ha Noi vé cuon
sdch ciia anh, t6i thdy rang don gidn ho da néi ldo vé cuén sach dé. Ho da don gian
bién anh thanh “nguoi gop nhdt”, va khéng cho anh mét sw danh gid ndo cd, ca viéc
phién dich ban van Han-Viét, ca viéc swu khdo va binh luan rong rai lam sang to va
ngay cd hiéu dinh nhitng ché sai lam trong lich sir va van chwong lién hé téi chi dé.
Piéu nay xem ra la mot sy vi pham vo cung nghiém trong. Ho da co bat cir mét logi
gidy phép ndo tir anh khéng? Poi véi ti thi it nhdt, nhitng thw vién Ién cia cdc
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triwong dai hoc ¢6 cdc ban in cia Ha Néi phdi dwoc théng bdo, anh ¢é suy nghi vé
viéc nay khong?

Thir ba, t6i van luén luén cé vy dinh xudt ban ban dich. Téi da chi doi tié'p xuc
V6i anh dé it nhat téi c¢6 dwoc phép dé lam chuyén d6. Nhung bdy gio, tot hon nita
la anh ¢6 thé givip t6i dé lam cho né tré thanh cuon sach tuyét hao. C6 thé chi anh
va t6i (va ban t6i, BS Liém) biét dén né, nhuwng né la mét tdc phiam vé cing quan
trong, va phdi dwoc hitu dung. Bdt cir ai lo viéc xudt ban cuon sdch, thi t6i sé cé
thé tién phong bao dan moi ton phi néu can.

Chuc binh an.
Don

That ra, cudn sach cua tdi duoc nha xb. Omega Plus chon in qua mot nguoi
dai dién t6i 1a anh Nguyén Ba Diing & Ha Noi. Trén trang bia khi viét vé tac gia ho
chi in tén cia t6i v6i nhitng viéc nhu swu tam, khdo citu, phién dm va chii gidi ma
khong dé 1 1a dich gia. Ho ciing khong gtri bia ban in cho toi xem trude dé toi co
dip gop ¥: nén dé hai chir dich gid thay vi phién dm, boi 18 c6 gi dé phién 4m dau?
Nhung 6 trang 4 ¢ dé “Ban quyén ban dich tiéng Viét @ Nguyén Pic Cung, 19987,
t61 nghi thoi vy cling tam dugc nén cd viét thu ndi lai véi GS Voth vé van dé nay.
Du sao sy quan tim chu dao caa GS Voth ciing gitp t6i suy nghi rat nhiéu vé tim
1ong 4n can cla ong.

Trude dé, trong mot email giri cho GS Donald Eugene Voth, t6i ¢6 hoi ong vé
cau chuyén 1am sao ong co thé gip duoc cudn sach “Lich sir viing cao qua Vii Man
Tap Luc Thy’” cta t61, ong da tra 101 chi tiét nhu sau trong thu dién tur cia 6ng dé
ngay 29 thang Tu, 2024:

Dear Professor Cung,

Thank you for your letter. I was aware of possible complications connected
with “Black April”. I, myself, was not in danger in April, 1975, but so many of my
friends, including my sponsored “son” Vu Van Kien, certainly were. And, in any
case, there is no hurry about this, as I have been working on your book for several
years already.

So, here is the story about how I got your book. First, way back in the 1960 s
when [ was in the graduate school at Cornell University, I had learned about Vu
Man Tap Luc Thu and I had gotten a microfilm copy of the 1904 French translation
in Revue Indochinoise from the library at the University of California (That was
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before the University of California lost its Vietnam studies program). But, of course,
we all knew that that translation was only partial and maybe not reliable. So, not
being able to do research on the topic in Vietnam because of the war, I did my
dissertation research in the Philippines, graduated in 1969, and proceeded to follow
my main career in Community Development at Southern Illinois University. But, of
course, I never forgot about Vietnam and my Ede friends in Banmethuot.

So, in 1974 1 moved to the University of Arkansas, still mostly in Community
Development, but there I met a Vietnamese doctor, Dr. Pham Liém, who was also
interested in the topic, and we talked about it whenever we met. I used to stay at his
home when [ went there. He never returned to Vietnam because, as he told me, his
family had ties to the Nguyen Dynasty and he would likely have trouble if he went
back. The years passed, my wife passed away in 1999, I retired from the University
in 2001 and moved away to Albuquerque, NM, where I am now in 2007. Several
years ago, out of the blue, I received a telephone call from Dr. Liem. He simply said
“I found he book!” and I knew immediately what it was. It was your book. He had
found it in a used bookstore in Southern California. He sent it to me, and I
immediately began trying to read it, but soon I realized that I would simply have to
translate it, partly for myself but also because I realized that it was a very important
book, and noy only because of the entire translation of the Han Viet text but also
because of the extensive review and critique which you present of all of that which
others have written on the topic. However, I soon encountered a problem. Nhat Le
had made a mistake in the binding, so my copy had nearly about 90 pages twice,
and, thus, missed another 90 pages. However, the entire translation of Han Viet was
there, so I could still proceed with what was really fascinating to me to read the
detail presented by Nguyen-Tan. So, then I began to look for a better copy, and that
is when I learned about the Hanoi publication in 2019. I did not even try to get it but
continued to search for your original version. I finally succeed in getting it from
some book seller (I don't remember the name) in Alabama, so then I could proceed
with the whole thing. That was about at the time when the Covid pandemic hit so,
even though I couldn t go out much, I always had something to keep me busy. And, 1
must say, Google Translator has been very helpful. The book, now, is completely

falling apart.)
Once again, [ want to say that maybe you and I are the only ones who know
it, but this is an extraordinary important book. It needs, above all things, to be in the

libraries of Universities which intend to have programs on Southeast Asia but,
unfortunately, they probably only have the Hanoi version. That is true of Cornell.
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Then, of course, I wanted to contact you since at I would need to have your
permission to publish. Using the information in the book I could not find you. So,
just about two months ago I decided to engage a private investigator, giving him the
information about you which is in the book. The very next day he sent me a list of 8
people with the name “Nguyen” who had had some relationship to your house
address which is in the book. He sent me the names, addresses, and telephone
numbers. I called all of them. None answered me but in two or three cases I received
a message to leave my number and the person would call back. That very evening
your niece, Christine Nguyen, called me. She said “You want to talk to my uncle?
So, I will patch him in on the phone right away.”” And you know the rest.

Peace,

Don

Tam dich:

Anh Gido Sw Cung quy mén,

Xin cam on vé 1d thw cia anh. Téi da biét vé nhitng phirc tap kha thé lién hé
t6i “Thang Tw Pen”. Ngay chinh téi da khong bi hiém nguy vdo thing Tw, 1975,
nhung biét bao ban bé ciia téi, gom cd nguoi “con trai” bdo tro cia t6i Vii Vin Kién
chdc chdn da bi. Va trong bt cir trwong hop ndo, ciing khéng cé gi véi vang vé van
dé nay, nhw t6i da hang lam viéc trén cudn sach ciia anh trong nhiéu nam nay roi.

Vay thi ddy la cdu chuyén bang cdch nao t6i ¢é dwoc cuén sdch cia anh.
Trude hét, hdy quay lai vao nhitng nam 1960 khi t6i da tot nghiép tai Truong Dai
Hoc Cornell, téi da biét vé sdach Vii Man T ap Luc Thu va toi da co mot ban sao micro
phim ciia ban dich bang tiéng Phdp nam 1904 dding trong Revue Indochinoise ldy tir
thu vién cua Truong Pai Hoc California (Diéu dé dién ra trude khi T ruong Pai Hoc
California mat chwong trinh Viét Nam hoc.) Nhung, di nhién, nhitng diéu ching ta
da biét rang ban dich dé chi la mdt phan théi va c6 thé khéng dang tin c¢dy. Nhuw vy,
vi khéng thé lam cong tac nghién civu trén chii dé ¢ Viét Nam dwoc vi chién tranh,
16i dd phdi nghién civu vé ludn dn ciia téi & Phi Ludt Tan, va da tot nghiép nam 1969,
va tién hanh theo dudi nghé nghiép chinh ciia téi trong nganh Phat trién Cong dong
tai Dai Hoc Southern Illinois. Nhung, di nhién, toi khong bao gio quén Viét Nam va
nhitng nguoi ban E dé cua t6i tai Ban Mé Thuét.

Réi thi, nam 1974 t6i chuyén vé Pai Hoc Arkansas, hau hét van con trong
nganh Phat trién Cong dong, nhung o do toi da gap mot bdac si nguoi Viét, Bac st
Pham Liém, la nguoi ciing thich thu trong chu dé nay, va chung toi da noi vé chu dé
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d6 khi gap nhau. Téi thwong hay & lai nha éng ta khi nao téi dén 6. Ong ta khong
bao gio tré lai Viét Nam béi vi, nhie éng ta néi, gia dinh 6ng cé nhiéu lién hé voi
Triéu Nguyén va 6ng ta sé gdp rdc roi néu ong tré lai noi dé. Nhiéu ndam tréi qua,
Vo' t6i qua doi nam 1999, t6i vé hwu khoi Trwong Dai Hoc ndm 2001 va chuyén doi
vé Albuquerque, New Mexico, noi téi song nam 2007 cho dén nay. Vai nam trudce
day, thdat la bat ngo, toi nhan dwoc mot cu dién thoai tuw Bac st Liém. Ong ta chi noi
von ven “Téi dd gdp cudn sach” va téi biét ngay tirc khdc dé la cdi gi. P6 la cudn
sach cua anh. Anh ta tim gap dwoc no trong mot tiém sach cii 6 Nam California. Anh
ta giri cho téi, va téi ldp tire c6 gdng doc, nhung sau d6 nhdn thdy rang téi phdi dich
né ra, mot phan cho t6i nhung ciing vi t6i nhdn ra rang ddy la mét cuén sdch rat
quan trong, va khong chi vi toan bo ban dich Han Viét nhung ciing vi sy tra cuu lai
réng rdi va sw phé binh ma anh trinh bay lai tat ca nhitng cdi ma cdc tdce gida khdc
da viét trén chit @é nay. Tuy nhién, sau dé khéng lau téi dd gdp phai mot vin dé. Nha
xudt ban Nhdt-Lé da cé khuyét diém khi dong bia cudn sach, boi vy cuon sach dang
ra phdi hai lan 90 trang, va vdy la mdt di 90 trang khéc. Tuy nhién, toan bé phan
dich Han Viét da cé db, vi thé t6i con 6 thé tien hanh véi cdi ma thwe sw kich thich
Véi t6i dé doc chi tiét do Nguyén-Tan trinh bay. Ciing vi vdy lic bdy gio t6i bat dau
tim mét ban tot hon va do la khi téi nghe ¢é ban in ciia Ha Néi nam 2019. Téi van
khéng mang co ging dé c¢é ban in dé nhung tiép tuc tim ban dich goc ciia anh. Cudi
cung t6i da thanh cong khi kiém dwoc né tir mot vai ngueoi ban sdch (t6i khong nhé
tén) & Alabama, vdy la téi c6 thé tién hanh véi toan bé cudn sdch. Bdy gio la liic con
dich Covid bing phdt manh, mdc dii t6i khéng thé di ra ngoai nhiéu, t6i ciing da
luon co mot cai gi do giir cho toi ban biu. Va t6i phai noi may dich Google thdt la
rat hiru ich. Bdy gio thi cuén sdch da hoan toan roi ra tieng mdnh.

Mot lan nita, t6i mudn néi rang cé thé anh va téi la nhitng nguwoi biét cudn
sdach dé, nhung ddy la mét cuon sach quan trong khdc thwong. Hon moi diéu khdc,
sdch nay phdi dwoc ¢ trong cdc thie vién ciia cdc truong Pai Hoc von ¢é cde chwong
trinh vé Péng Nam A nhuwng, bat hanh thay, cé thé ho chi ¢é ban Ha Néi. P6 ciing
la diéu thuwce sw xay dén véi Pai Hoc Cornell.

Va chéng, di nhién, téi da can lién hé véi anh dé xin phép anh vé viéc xudt
ban. Sir dung mdng théng tin c¢é trong cuén sdch téi di khong tim ra dwoc anh. Vi
vdy cdch ddy khodng hai thang téi da quyét dinh di vao viéc nho mét nguoi diéu tra
riéng, cung cdp cho éng ta mang théng tin vé anh trong cuén sdach. Ngay ngay hom
sau 6ng ta giri cho t6i mét danh sach 8 nguwoi voi tén ho “Nguyén” la nhitng nguwoi
c6 mét vai lién hé véi dia chi nha anh trong cudn sdach. Ong ta da giri cho t6i nhitng
tén, dia chi, va cdc sé dién thoai. Téi da goi tat ca ho. Khong ai tra loi t6i nhung
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trong hai hodc ba truong hop toi da nhdn dwoc mot loi nhan dé lai sé phone cua toi
va nguoi sé goi lai. Ngay chiéu hom do, chau gadi cua anh, Christine Nguyen, dd goi
t6i. Co noi: “Ong muon noi chuyén voi cdu cua toi khong? Vay thi, toi sé dan xép
VOi cqu dé noi chuyén voi ong ngay bay gio.” Va anh dad biét cdau chuyén tiep do.
Chuc binh an,
Don (viét tat chit Donald).

Ngay 23/5/2024, t6i viét mot mail giri cho GS Donald Eugene Voth moi ong
vé New York tham dy 18 gid lan tha 154 cu Nguyén Tén (1822-1871) do hau dué 5
doi cua cu to chire tai Staten Island, New York, GS Voth d3 viét thu hoi dap cho t61
nhu sau:

Dear friend,

Thank you for your kind words and, especially, for the invitation to attend the
celebration of the great Pai-Viét General, Nguyén-Tan in a few days. I would love
to be able there as that would open up for me a window into not only the great
Nguyén-Tan's descendants, but also a larger world of Vietnamese scholarship - not
to mention the two of us being able to meet. However, at 88 years of age (Thankfully
still quite well), and having, during the last 20 years, done so much international
travel (more than 20 times to Vietnam, plus Africa and Haiti; sometimes spending
nights on the floor in airports, losing luggage, etc.), it would take a direct order from
the deceased general himself to get me on an airplane again!

[ shall write a letter to the descendants you listed expressing my own high
respect to the Great Nguyén-Tan and his honorable family, which, I hope, you may
also relay to them.

Then we may get on with the translation. It should, now, be easier since the
vocabulary of the Vii Man Tap Luc Thuw is usually straightforward and simple.

Peace,

Don

P.S. If possible, a picture or two of the event would be appreciated. Also,
please free to share the translation or any part of it with the members of the family.
In fact, if you would like, I could quickly send you a link to an up-dated*.pdf.

Tam dich:
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Ban than mén,

Cdm on ban vi nhitng 16i I€ tot dep va, nhat 1a vi 161 moi tham dw vao 1é gio
ciia vi tuéng I6n nuée Dai-Viét, cu Nguyén Tdn trong vai ngay téi ddy. Toi ciing rdt
vui muon cé dip hién dién ¢ do la dip dé mo ra cho téi mét canh cira khong chi voi
cdc 16p hdu dué ciia cu Nguyén Tan, nhung con la véi mot thé giGi réng rii ciia gidi
tri thitc Viét Nam - khéong néi dén viéc ching ta cé thé gdp g& nhau. Tuy nhién, &
tu6i 88 (Cam on la van con hodn toan khoé manh), va, trong suét 20 nam vira qua,
dd trdi qua nhiéu chuyén hanh trinh quoc té (hon 20 lan di Viét Nam, ciing Phi Chdu
va Haiti; thinh thodang da trdi qua nhiéu dém ngii trén san cdc phi truong, mat cd
hanh Iy, v.v...), nay téi lai dang nhdn dwoc 1énh truc tiép tir chinh vi twéng da mat
bdo t6i phdi bude 1én mday bay mét lan nita!

Téi s€ viét thir cho nhitng hdu dué anh da ké tén dé bay té niém kinh trong cao
Vol cua riéng toi doi voi Bac Lon Nguyén Tan va gia dinh trong vong cua ngai, ld
thu ma toi hy vong anh sé chuyén dum dén ho.

Va roi ching ta cé thé lai tiép tuc véi ban dich. Bdy gio né sé tré nén dé dang
hon vi tu vung cua Vii Man Tap Luc Thu von thong thuong la dé hiéu va don gian.

Chuc binh an,

Don

T.B. Néu cé thé giri cho t6i mét hay hai tam danh cudc 1é thi quy héa lam. Xin
ciing cit tw nhién chia xé ban dich cia t6i hodc bt cir phdn nao véi cdc thanh vién
ciia gia dinh. Néu anh mudn t6i s€ mau man giri dén anh mét dwong link dan t&i ban
pdf da cdp nhat.

Donald E. Voth, Ph.D.

Professor of Rural Sociology, Emeritus
University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, AR
4323 Balcon Ct., NW

Albugquerque, NM 87120

Sau day 1a birc thu GS Voth da viét gii cho anh Nguyén Khanh Phan va chi

Nguyén Thoai Ngoc, 14 hai ngudi con cia cu 6ng Nguyén Luong va cu ba Cao Thi
Vin Dao (ca hai cu dd mat) tai New York.
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Donald E. Voth, Ph.D.
Professor of Rural Sociology, Emeritus
University of Arkansas
4323 Balcon Ct., NW, Albuquerque, NM 87120
May 23, 2024

Mr. Khénh Phan and Thoai Ngoc Nguyén
37 Yale Street
Staten Island, NY 10303

Dear Friends,

I am writing to you to join with you remotely in the celebration of your
ancestor, the Great General and Pacification and Consolation Officer (Tiéu-Phi-
Siz), Nguyén-Tan (1822-1871). My friend and colleague, Professor Nguyén-Birc-
Cung, informed of this event and invited me to attend. However, for a number of
reasons, including my advanced age (88), I am sorry that I must decline.

I have been engaged with Vietnam since 1958 when [ first went there to work
at a leprosy hospital in the forest near Banmethuot. There I learned the Ede
language, began to try to learn Vietnamese, and became interested in the history
Viet/Minority relationships. Then, in the 1960s when I was at the Southeast Asia
Program at Cornell University I learned of the ancient document, Vii Man Tap Luc
Thu, which your ancestor had written in Han-Viét in 1871. I was able to obtain a
copy of the partial translation into French in Revue Indochinoise in 1904. Then, in
early 2000, a Vietnamese friend found, in a used bookstore in Southern California,
professor Nguyén-Pirc-Cung’s book “Lich-Sir Vimg Cao Qua Vii Man Tap Luc
Thu,” which he sent to me. [ was amazed, realizing that now we have, not only an
extensive review and commentary on the literature and history of Viet/Minority
relationships during the early phases of the Nam-Tién, but also a complete
translation of Nguyén-Tdn’s original document. I realized immediately that
Professor Cung’s book is the definitive work on the entire topic and that, as such,
it must also be available in English translation. So, although my own Vietnamese is
rusty fromlack of use, that is what I have been doing. Recently I was able to find and
contact professor Cung, so we have been working together to produce a complete
English translation of his entire Lich-Sw Vung Cao Qua Vii Man Tap Luc Thu.
Hopefully it shall soon be ready for publication.
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So, Greetings to all of you, and please accept my expression of respect and
honor to the Great Pai-Viét General, Nguyén-Tan, for his achievements, the
meticulous production of the document in question, and the humane manner in
which he cared for the mountain minorities of Qudng-Ngai as the Pacification
and Consolation Officer ( Tiéu-Phii-Si).

Sincerely,

Donald E. Voth
e-mail: dvoth(@uark.edu
Tel. 505 792 0182

Tam dich:

Ong Khanh Phan va Ba Thoai Ngoc Nguyén
37 Yaly Street
Staten Island, NY 10303

Cac ban than mén,

T6i viét cho cac ban dé dwoc tham dw tir xa 1é ky cua 16 tién cdc ban, vi Pai
Tuéng Tiéu-Phu-Sit, Neuyén-Tan (1822-1871). Nguoi ban va dong nghiép ciia t6i,
Gido Swr Nguyén-Pirc-Cung, di théng bdo cho téi biét vé bién co nay va di c6 moi
16i tham du. Tuy nhién, vi mét s6 1y do gom cé tuéi tac da I6n ciia téi (88t), t6i ldy
lam tiéc phdi tir chéi.

T6i da dan than véi Viét Nam tir nam 1958 khi lan dau tién t6i d6 lam viéc
trong mét bénh vién cui ¢ trong rieng gan Ban Mé Thude. O dé téi da hoc tiéng E
dé, da bat dau hoc tiéng Viét Nam, va da tro nén thich thu trong lich sw cac moi lién
hé giita nguoi Viét va nguoi Thiéu sé. Roi trong nhitng ndam ciia thdp nién 1960 khi
da theo hoc Chuong Trinh Dong Nam A tai Pai Hoc Cornell, t6i da biét mét tai lidu
c6, Vii Man Tap Luc Thw ma 16 tién cdc ban da viét bcing chir Han-Viét nam 1871.
Téi did c¢6 mét ban sao mét phan ban dich bang tiéng Phdp trén tap chi Revue
Indochinoise nam 1904. Réi, trong dau nam 2000, mét nguoi ban Viét Nam cua toi
da tim thdy trong mét tiém ban sdch cii & Nam California, cuén sdch ciia gido sie
Nguyén-Dirc-Cung mang tua dé “Lich-Sit Vimg Cao Qua Vii Man Tap Luc Thu” va
anh ta da giri cho t6i. Téi da kinh ngac nhdn ra rang bdy gio ching téi da cé khéng
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chi la mot cdi nhin lai rong [on va su phé binh vé van chwong va lich su cua nhitng
moi quan hé Viét/Sdc téc thiéu soé trong nhirng giai doan dau cua cuéc Nam Tién,
nhung con la mét ban dich day di vé tai liéu nguyén ban ciia Nguyén-Téan. Téi di
nhén ra tiec khic rang cuon sdich cia Gido sw Cung la mgt tic phdm ré rang va
c6 quyén lwe cudi cing trén toan bé chii dé, va ring nhw viy cuon sdch ciing cé
kha niing phdi dwoc phé bién qua mét ban dich Anh ngit. Vi vy, mdc di tiéng Viét
cia t6i da ri sét vi thiéu sir dung, ddy la cai ma téi dang lam. Géan ddy t6i di tim ra
va tiép xiic Gido sw Cung, nho thé chiing t6i dang lam viéc véi nhau dé cho ra
mét bin dich Anh ngit day dii toan bé cudn sdach ciia éng ‘Lich-Siz Viing Cao Qua
Vii Man Tap Luc Thu.’ Hy vong chéng bao lau cuén sdch sé san sang dwoc xudt
ban.

Vi vdy, xin giti nhitng 107 chdo mirng nong nhiét dén tat ca moi ngueoi, va xin
nhdn ldy Iong t6 bay niém kinh trong va vinh dy cia t6i dén véi vi Pai Twéng ciia
Pai-Viét, cu Nguyén-Tain, déi véi nhitng céng divc ciia ngdi, cong trinh tw ligu ti
mi nhw mét vin dé quan trong, va thdi dé nhin bén ciia ngai di bay t6 doi véi cdc
sdc déan thiéu sé ¢ Qudng-Ngii khi & trong vai tro Tiéu-Phi-Si.

Thanh that,
Donald E. Voth

e-mail: dvoth(@uark.edu
Tel. 505 792 0182

3.- V& bai thi ngiu hirng diy cam xic.

Trude khi vé New York tham du cudc 18 ky long trong néi trén t6i di sang tac
bai thi chit Han sau day theo thé luc bat dé viét vé sy nghiép cua cu Nguyén Tén
trong lich sir dan tdc ndi chung va Quang Ngii noi riéng. Toi di in ra nhiéu ban bai
thi nay dé gui dén céac tang 16p hau dué cua cu trong dip gip gd ndy dé ky niém va
cling dé néi 1én tdm 10ng cua t6i ddi véi cu Nguyén Tén.

Ban Han tu:
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Viét nhdn ngay 1é gio 154 nam Cu NGUYEN-TAN,
tdc gia sach Vii Man Tap Luc Thu.
N.D.C.
Phién am ban Han tu:

Nhét bach ngii thap nién du
Vii Man Tap Luc ' ¢6 thu luu truyén
Su tinh thau dao tham uyén
Nguyén Gia chinh thao, chinh chuyén nhat thi.?
Nguyén Tuéng Cong c6 lai hi,
Lap ngon >, 1ap duc 4, quang tri nhan than.
Man kinh phuc, Han ° thu an,
Bién cuong toai dinh, bao 14n © tao thanh.
Lap cong 7 chi tai 1ap danh
Uu dan, i qudc, van hanh chinh tam.
Cao nguyén Quang-Nghia nan tam ®
Tuéng quan tiéu tri, thAm 1am hiém tuyén.
Man dan y thé son xuyén,
Dao tac ctr ngao, co nién khd han.
Han dan khéc han, da doan
Khiéu thién, oan dja, mang mang 1¢ sau.
Hanh 6! Nguyén Tuéng xuat dau °

48



Triéu dinh tién biéu, phong hau Tinh Man.
Tam nién tao tan, di an
Vin hoi cuong ky, 4i quan tinh binh.
Hoang triéu cuong vuc phan minh
Tinh Man Truong-Luy '° dinh hinh Iudng phan.
On-Khé hi¢u !, tw Ta-Van 12,
Tuéng Cong NGUYEN-TAN xuat quan chién hing.
VU MAN TAP LUC thu trung,
Ké sach tac dong, 6 ngung tran bai.
bong kich, tay dot, tran ai,
Cao son khoat dia, tdm hoai cb huong.
Son tuyén, lam chudng, phong suong,
Bi d&, str bat, t phuong ta tinh.
Vian chuong di cdo luu danh,
Nhat bién tran phap, van trinh thién thu...

*

* %

Kim thién vong tudng tham u
Than thong cach cam ho phu tir ton.
Hiru bang can, huyét nhyc ton
Linh uy chiing giam, giang son niém tinh.

Nguyén Pirc Cung van béi can biit.

Dich tho:
Ciam hoai vé Sy nghiép cu Nguyén Tan (1822-1871)

Mot tram nam chuc nién du

Vii Man Tap Luc sdch xwa lwu truyén.

Suw tinh thdt vo tham uyén,

Gidng noi Nguyén Toc chinh chuyén mét thi.
Nguyén tuéng cong thdt hiém khi

Ldp céng, Idp dire, ddu ghi giita tran.

Man kinh phuc, Han thu dn

Bién cuong on dinh, bao lan tao thanh.
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Ldp cong cho chi ldp danh

Thirong dan, yéu mede dé gianh trong tim
Vung cao Quang Ngai kho tim

Nguoi ra dep gidc, rieng xanh, dc tuyén.
Ddn man cdy thé son xuyén

DPao do hung han, lién nién khén nan.
Nguoi Kinh khoc gign da doan

Kéu troi, odn ddt, mang mang giot sdu.
May sao! Tuwdng Nguyén xudt dau

S& déang chin bé, phong hau Tinh Man.
Ba nam danh dep moi hoang

Pem vé cwong ky, di quan phuc binh.
Pt ta, xir Moi, qudn minh

Tinh Man Truong-Lup '° dinh hinh phdn phan.
Hiéu On-Khé, ty Tur-Van

Tuwéng céng NGUYEN TAN xudt quan oai hing.
VU MAN TAP LUC THU chung

Ké sach liéu dinh, bén trong lugn bai
Dong kich, tdy dot, bui bay

Niii cao, dat réng, long ndy nhé thwong.
Nhitng ngay lam chwdong, phong suwong
Bia dé, sir viét, bon phirong cam hodi
Van chuwong con lai chut nay

Truyén ban trdn phdp, theo mdy vé troi...

% %
Hom nay vong tuong xa xoi
Kinh ddng tién t6 nhitng 1oi ni non.
Nay ddy be ban, chau con
Khon thiéng chung giam, giang son niém tinh.

Ké hgu béi Nguyén Pirc Cung kinh cin dé thi.
*Philadelphia, PA ngay 19 thang Tw nam Mau Thin (tuc

ngay Chua Nhat 26/5/2024).
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Chu Thich:

1.- Vii Man Tap Luc Thu, tic pham dau tay bang chit Han ctia cu Nguyén Tén, viét sau khi
danh dep xong cac cudc ndi loan ciia nguoi Thuong tai Quang Ngai (1869). Tac pham doc dao nay
duogc truyén ct giit k¥ trong nha (bi vu gia), chi con chau méi dugc coi, ding 1am cdm nang dé
danh gitr ngudi Thuong ¢ tinh nay. Nam 1904, Tap chi Revue Indochinoise dem dich ra tiéng Phép,
dung luong khoang 1/10 tac pham ma c6 nhiéu chd dich sai vi dich gia khong doc thong chir Han
va khong biét vé lich sir Viét Nam.

Nim 1971, 6ng Nguyén Puc Cung da duoc gia dinh cu Nguyén Luong uy thac cho cong
trinh nay dé dich lai trong Tiéu luan Cao Hoc Sir dé trinh tai Vién Pai Hoc Hué ngay 30.11.1974.
Cong trinh cua dich gia dugc xép hoc vi Uu Hang (maxima cum laude) nién hoc 1974-1975.

2.- Nho quyén sach Vi Man Tap Luc Thur, cu Nguyén Théan (1853-1914) da dep tan cac
cudc ndi day ciia ngudi Thuong tai ving cao bon tinh Nam Ngi Binh Phu, giit yén cho dat nuéc
trong thoi gian gan mot thé ky. Nhu vay dong toc Nguyén Cong dugc ké 1a chuyén tri ving cao &
Quang Ngai.

3.-va4.- Lap cong, lap duc, va lap ngon (ct 7): Ba ti€u chi hanh dong bat hu cta ké si ngay
xua, duoc nhic lai trong bai tua cudn sach Vii Man T ap Luc Thu do cy Cao Xuan Duc viét (xem
Lich s viing cao qua Vii Man Tap Luc Thu, ban in nam 1998, Nha xb. Nhat-L¢, trang 107).

5.- Han thy an: Ngay xua dan VN 1én cao nguyén séng chung véi ngudi Thurgng (qua budn
ban) dugc goi 1a Han dan chtr khong goi 1a Viét dan (sau nay méi goi la nguoi Kinh). T61 dung lai
chit Han dan nhu trong cach dung cta cu Nguyén Tan trong sach Vii Man Tap Luc The.

6.- Bao lan: don bét ctia quan quan ta trong x& Thuong, sau khi danh dep xong.
7.- Chu thich da néi ¢ trén (1ap cong).
8.- Nan tam: Kho tim cho dugc c6 ngudi gioi va tim huyét dé dam trach viéc danh dep.

9.- Xudt dau: chi viéc cu Nguyén T4n tinh nguyén vé qué danh dep giic Moi (Xem Lich sir
vung cao qua VMTLT, trang 74).

10.- Truong Luy ndm phia tiy tinh Quang Ngai, dai 180 km ngan chia ving cao nguyén
thanh hai khu vuc dong va tay. Luy dai ndy duoc xay tir thoi Lé Vin Duyét (Xem VMTLT, Nguyén
Puc Cung trang 223). Chiing t6i di n6i nhiéu trong sach VMTLT. Hién nay Co quan EFEO cta
Phéap gdm nhiéu nhén vién trong d6 c6 Andrew Hardy, Nguyén Thiép (trong dong toc cu Nguyén
Tén, cu Nguyén Cong Vin), Pao Thé Puc (chau ndi Pao Duy Anh) ciing mot sb nha nghién ctru
nhu L& H@)ng Khanh, Hoi vién Hoi Khoa hoc Lich st Viét Nam, ... da tiép tuc nghién ctu vé
Trudng Luy trong sudt 10 ndm nay. La mot Tién ST nganh Nhan Chung Hoc X3 Hoi Hoc (Rural
Sociology) xuét than tir Vién Pai Hoc Cornell, New York, day hoc tai Vién Pai Hoc Arkansas,
Gido Su DONALD EUGENE VOTH, 88 tui, ban cii ciia GS Nghiém Tham, GS Nguyén Dinh
Hoa ciia VNCH, trong thu giri cho chiing t6i May 14, 2024 cho biét khoang dau nim 1970 ong
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nhan dugc mot cii phone ctia mot vién phi cong truc thang My dang bay, phat hién ra Truong Luy
tirc Tinh Man Truong Luy & phia tdy Quang Ngii, da hoi 6ng ta vé cai luy dai ndy. Trudng Vién
DPoéng Bac CH dang tiép tuc cudc nghién ciru vé Trudng Luy trong d6 cong lao ctia cu Nguyén T4n
va cu Nguyén Than va cac tudng lanh duong thoi di d6 ra rt nhiéu. Hy vong trong tuong lai Nha
nuéc VN luu tim dén ky tich nay dé bién thanh co s tham quan du lich. (Phdn phdn 1a 5 rang),
liy tir ca dao Viét Nam: Néi cho phdi phdi phdn phdn, Cdy da cdy than, than cdy cdy da). GS.
DONALD EUGENE VOTH ciing cho biét da hoan tat cong trinh phién dich cudn sach ciia ching
toi, Lich su Vung Cao qua Vii Man Tap Luc Thw (ban in nam 1998 tai Philadelphia, PA) ra Anh
ngit va s& xudt ban trong thoi gian téi day.

11.- va 12.- Tire 12 tén hiéu (tén 16n 18n, bat hiéu), tén fw (tén hdi nho) cua cy Nguyén Tan.

Thay 1oi két

Pé khép lai bai viét kha dai nay nhu 1a mot “10i két”, toi xin trich dan noi day
mot doan thu (viét ngay 9 thang Nam, 2024) cua hai nguoi em két nghia Khoan
Nguyén va Kim Loan ¢ California (1a nhitng nguoi tré tudi, tri thic da duoc TS
Charles Keith nhic dén véi 101 cam on trang trong trong tac pham Céng Gido Viét
Nam, Tir Dé ché dén Quéc gia ) khi duoc toi san sé tin vui vé viéc GS Donald Eugene
Voth da tim va dich cudn sach “Lich sit viing cao qua Vii Man Tap Luc Th” cta toi
ra Anh ngtt.

Ho viét nhu sau:

“Thdt ding la tin vui va diéu ky la khi Anh dwoc mét gido sw Hoa Ky, ong
Voth luu ¥ dén quyén sach VU MAN TAP LUC THU. Dii chi la mét tiéu ludn dé ldy
bang cao hoc, nhing chéc chdn ndi dung va phirong phdp lam viée, nghién ciru va
théng tin rat Iy thii cia ludn van da lam cho gido sw Voth phai muén lién lac véi tac
gid va con dich ra tiéng Anh. Néu khéng thdy cé ich thi chdc chdn mét nguoi tai
gidi, ¢6 hoc vi va hiéu théng thao nhiéu ngoai ngir lai muén dich tic pham ciia Anh
ra tiéng Anh, vira mdt nhiéu thi gio, vita cé vé chii quan cho rdng tdc pham ciia
minh. Bady la mot danh gid rat khach quan va gid tri cho cong viéc hoc thudt cua
Anh. Hai em xin dwoc chia sé niém vui véi Anh va cau mong cho tée pham sém dwoc
ra mat cho doc gia Hoa Ky. Hinh nhu tac phcfm bcing tiéng Viét da dwoc in tai Viét
Nam phdai khong a?”

Nguyén Pirc Cung
Philadelphia, 29/6/2024
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